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England - History
A terrible tragedy 

The Titanic left England for New York on April 12th 1912. It had a crew of 892 people and 1,316 passengers. On April 14th, the crew saw an iceberg in front of them. It was too late to do anything. The ship hit the iceberg, and the Titanic began to go down. There were 20 lifeboats on the Titanic, but 63 were needed to save everyone. However, not all the lifeboats were full. A lot of people stayed on the ship instead of trying to escape. They were sure that the Titanic could not sink. Only 650 people escaped in the lifeboats. Other people jumped into the sea when the boat went down. The sea was very cold and only 55 people survived it. A total of 705 people survived the terrible tragedy. The Titanic's first voyage was also its last.

The night the Titanic sank 

From a high place on the ship, Fred Fleet, a crew member, saw the iceberg just a few hundred metres away. He rang the bell to warn the people driving the ship. But it was travelling too fast to stop, and it hit the iceberg. Soon after that, one passenger, Major Peuchen, noticed that the ship wasn't straight in the water. But nobody listened to him. 

Before the accident, the Titanic had received an ice warning. Another ship -the Californian was about 30 kilometres north of the Titanic. When the Californian saw the iceberg, it stopped. It also sent a radio message to warn other ships in the area. At about 11.15, the Californian's radio operator turned off the radio, and went to bed. The Titanic sent a message back giving its position -wrongly! The accident happened at about 11.40. 

Soon after midnight, the crew of the Californian saw rockets going up into the sky from the Titanic. Their Captain said, 'Fireworks! The passengers of the Titanic are having a party.' The radio wasn't turned on again, and the Californian didn't move. At 12.25 am on the Titanic, people began to get into the lifeboats. 

At 2.20 am on April 15th the Titanic finally sank. Another ship, the Carpathia, heard the Titanic's last call for help. It was 58 miles away, but it raced to help the ship. At 4.10 am, the Carpathia saw the Titanic's lifeboats floating on the dark water, and rescued the survivors. Later, the Californian turned the radio back on, and heard that the Titanic had sunk.
Pre-reading Task 1
How many events from the British history can you name? Write a list and then compare it with the rest of the class. Do you have the same names?
Pre-reading Task 2

Guess what these numbers mean:
1) 1912

2) 1,316

3) 705

4) 11.40

5) 15th 

Post-reading Task 3

Without looking at the text finish these sentences:

1) The Titanic's first voyage was also its _________.
2) A crew member saw the iceberg just a few hundred _________ away.
3) The Titanic sent a message back giving its position - __________!
4) Another ship, the ___________, heard the Titanic's last call for help.
5) The sea was very ___________ and only 55 people survived it.
Post-reading Task 4

Put the events in the correct order.

1) A crew member saw the iceberg 
2) The Titanic had received an ice warning
3) The crew of the Californian saw rockets going up into the sky
4) The Titanic hit the iceberg
5) The Californian sent a radio message to warn other ships in the area
Post-reading Task 5
Create a poster about another disaster that you know of.
