Great English Monarchs
Task 1

Before you read this text try to recollect who the ruler was in the times of W. Shakespeare and anything that you consider relevant about him/her and/or about this particular period of time.

This ruler was born on 7 September 1533. His/her childhood was not happy. (S)he was two years old when his/her mother, Anne Boleyn, was beheaded. (S)he spent most of his/her early life at Hatfiled House, away from his/her father, King Henry VIII. 

However, Henry wanted his offspring to have the best education. Roger Ascham, a great scholar and humanist, was the private teacher of this Henry´s child. (S)he was very intelligent, witty and enjoyed learning. (S)he could read, write and speak Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, Italian and Welsh fluently. 

(S)he loved riding horses, hunting and dancing. Like his/her father, (s)he had talent for music and played the lute and the virginals. Unlike his/her father, (s)he was very thrifty and did not like spending money. 
(S)he wasn´t beautiful but (s)he was elegant. (S)he was thin, of medium height and very vain. (S)he had red hair, expressive eyes and lovely hands. When Henry VIII died in 1547, Edward VI became King at the age of nine. But his reign was short. He died of tuberculosis when he was only fifteen. In 1553 his half-sister, Mary (Catherine of Aragon´s daughter), became Queen. Her mother was a Catholic and she wanted England to be a Catholic country again. Protestants were persecuted and almost 300 were killed. For this reason she was also known as ´Bloody Mary´. 

When this Henry´s child was young, (s)he was in danger because (s)he was a Protestant and was very popular with the people. On the night of 17 November 1558 Queen Mary died. Everyone celebrated and (s)he was the new King/Queen. 

(S)he became king/queen at the age of 25. Like others of his/her time, (s)he believed in astrology. His/her astrologer was John Dee, a famous astronomer. He chose the best day for the coronation ceremony 15 January 1559.
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Task 2

Having read the text can you make a partial family tree of this royal family? 

                                                    Henry VIII  
Task 3

From the information in the text try to put together the characteristic of this famous English ruler – both physical and mental
