Great English Monarchs – Elizabeth I (2)
Task 1 

Information gap reading – read your text and ask your partner questions to get the gapped information 

- řešení pro obě skupiny 
Mary Stuart was Elizabeth´s cousin and her most dangerous rival. She was a Catholic, and many Catholics wanted Mary to be the Queen of England. Mary was born in Scotland. She was the daughter of James V, King of Scotland. Mary became Queen when she was only one week old. Since there were political problems in Scotland, Mary went to France at the age of five. She had a happy childhood in the luxurious French court. She married the French Dauphin Francis and became Queen of France for a short time. In 1560 her husband, the young King of France, died and she returned to Scotland. Scotland was a Protestant country but the Scots accepted her as their Queen. Mary was very beautiful, charming and fun-loving. This worried Queen Elizabeth. 

At this time Elizabeth caught smallpox, a disease that killed many people in those days. She was dangerously ill for many days. Smallpox scars remained on her face all her life. She always wore white powder and cosmetics to hide the scars.  Parliament wanted Elizabeth to marry as soon as possible. It was important to have an heir to the Tudor throne. Several foreign monarchs and many nobleman of her court wanted to marry her. Elizabeth was not interested in marriage. She feared that a foreign king was dangerous for England and she did not want to share her power with anyone. 

After the death of her husband, Mary Stuart escaped from Scotland to England. Now, on English soil, she was a real danger for the Queen. Catholic nobles began plotting against Elizabeth. Therefore she decided to imprison Mary in a remote castle. She remained there for 19 years. In 1586 Mary was accused of treason, and in 1587 she was beheaded. 

Clemen, G.D.B.: Great English Monarchs and their Times. Black Cat, Genoa, 2000.

Task 2 

Say whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). If they are false, correct them.

1. Mary Stuart was Elizabeth´s half-sister.   FALSE (COUSINS)

2. Mary had a happy childhood.  TRUE
3. Mary married a Spanish prince and became Queen of Spain.  FALSE (SHE MARRIED THE FRENCH DAUPHIN AND BECAME QUEEN OF FRANCE.)

4. Elizabeth wanted to get married as soon as possible.  FALSE (PARLIAMENT WANTED HER TO MARRY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO GET AN HEIR TO THE TUDOR THRONE.)

5. Mary was imprisoned by Elizabeth in Buckingham Palace.  FALSE (ELIZABETH IMPRISONED HER COUSINS IN A REMOTE CASTLE.)
Task 3

What do the following numbers from the text mean?

1560 –  death of Mary´s husband

19 –  years of Mary´s imprisonment 

1587 – year of Mary´s execution
