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Metodický list

Ireland – Environment and nature
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Littera
Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

Ireland – Environment and nature
Ireland is an island like a plate: it is higher on the outside than in the centre. Because of this, the centre of Ireland is full of beautiful lakes and rivers, and many people go there to fish and sail. Ireland’s largest lake is Lough Neagh. Its longest river, the Shannon, is 260 kilometres long. It goes through many small lakes and two large ones, Lough Ree and Lough Derg.

Most of Ireland's mountains are near the outside of the plate, near the sea. They are not very high – the highest is Carrantouhill (1,040 metres) in the south-west. But they are beautiful and good place for walks. At the Cliffs of Moher, in the west, you can look 200 metres straight down into the sea. The Giant’s Causeway, in the north, is made of strange rocks two metres tall with six sides. 
There are hundreds of small islands in the sea around Ireland. On the Aran Islands, in the west, most people speak Irish, not English. Life has changed very little here in a hundred years. 

Much of the north and west of Ireland is very beautiful. There are hundreds of flowers in the green fields, and there are wonderful beaches and lakes (called “loughs” in Ireland). The weather is warm and wet, with rain and sun nearly every day. But it is hard to farm here because of the rocks and mountains.

The centre and east of Ireland are very different. The land is good here, and Irish milk and meat are some of the best in the world. Farming is one of the most important jobs in Ireland. 

Thousands of horses live here too. Some of the best horses in the world come from Ireland, and Irish people sell horses to Britain, America, Australia, and Japan. People go to watch horse races in many Irish towns, and in Laytown, north of Dublin, there are horse races along the beach every September. 
With so much to choose from, everyone’s favourite part of Ireland will probably be different. Some pick famous sights, like the Twelve Bens in Connemara. Others prefer lesser known marvels like the Owenduff bog in Ballycroy National Park, one of the last active bog systems in Western Europe.

Some favourites are natural, like Slieve League (the highest sea cliffs in Ireland); others a link between nature and humans, like Newgrange, a site older than the Pyramids.

It could be a whole area, like the Copper Coast in Waterford, one of only two UNESCO geoparks on the island of Ireland, or a route like the Ring of Kerry.

Others find it underground – in the Mitchelstown Caves – or in the clouds, at the top of Carrantouhill.

It’s a tough decision. The island is full of stunning, unique landscapes; finding your all-time favourite may be the work of a lifetime – but you can start looking for it now.

 Pre-reading Task1
1) What is the highest mountain in the Czech republic?

2) What is the longest river in the Czech republic?

3) What are the most famous natural sites to visit in the Czech republic? 

This was easy for you. Can you answer the same questions about Ireland?

Post-reading Task 2

Compare the size of Ireland with other countries you know. Put them in the correct order starting with the largest one.

1) Turkey
2) Denmark

3) Poland

4) Slovakia

5) France

6) Ireland

7) Czech republic

8) Germany

9) Australia

10) Greece
Post-reading Task 3

Do you know the Irish flag? Can you name the other ones as well?
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Post-reading Task 4
Choose a city or part of Ireland you would like to visit. Find some more information about it and make a poster or give a talk to your class.
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