National Days 

Task 1

Before you read the text, name the 4 part constituting the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

1. ENGLAND (the capital is London)

2. WALES  (the capital is Cardiff)

3. SCOTLAND (the capital is Edinburgh)

4. NORHTERN IRELAND (the capital is Belfast)

Task 2

Read the following text:

Most countries have a day that is special   – a national day. For England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland the national day is the day that belongs to their patron saint. 

The first of these four national days is March 1. Saint David is the patron saint of Wales and March 1 is a Saint David´s Day. The Welsh love music and singing, so there are many concerts around the country on this day.

Next is March 17, Saint Patrick´s Day, which is a big day in Ireland and also in North America. On Saint Patrick´s Day there are parades, church services and festivals in Dublin, Belfast and many other Irish towns and cities. But it is also an important day in the USA. In the 19th century a lot of Irish people travelled to the USA to begin a new life. Saint Patrick´s Day was very important to them, because it was a day to remember Ireland. The Saint Patrick´s Day Parade in New York is now one of the biggest parades in the world. Green colour is one of the symbols of this special day.

Saint George is the patron saint of England, and April 23 is Saint George´s Day. One famous story says that he killed a dragon that ate people. Pictures of Saint George often show him on a horse, killing a dragon. 

Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland and November 30 is Saint Andrew´s Day. Scotland celebrates Saint Andrew´s Day with concerts and parties with traditional music and dancing. Scots who live in other countries often meet on this day and think about family and friends far away. 

Canada Day is July 1. On that day there are celebrations all over the country, with pancake breakfasts, barbecues, parades, music, and fireworks. The biggest celebrations are in Ottawa, home to the Canadian government.

The US national holiday is July 4 – the Independence Day. It is the day when Declaration of Independence was signed in Philadelphia in 1776. The holiday is celebrated by parades, picnics and fireworks. 

Maguire, J.: Seasons and Celebrations. Oxford BookWorms, OUP 2008.

Task 3

Match the patron saints, dates and countries:

March 1 – Wales, St. David

March 17 – (Northern) Ireland, St. Patrick
April 23 – England, St. George

November 30 – Scotland, St. Andrew

July 1 - Canada

July 4 – USA
Task 4

Fill in the gaps in the following text:

St. DAVID is the patron saint of Wales. It is celebrated in March. The symbol of Wales is a daffodil. St. George is the patron saint of ENGLAND. It is celebrated in APRIL. The symbol of this part of UK is a rose. St. PATRICK  is the patron saint of (Northern) IRELAND . The symbol of this part of UK is a shamrock and the colour is GREEN. The patron saint of Scotland is St. Andrew. The symbol of Scotland is a thistle. 

GLOSSARY:

parade – an informal procession
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