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Konec formuláře

New Zealand – People and Culture (The Maori)
The early Maori were gardeners and farmers. They brought plants and animals with them from Polynesia in their waka. Some of the plants did not like New Zealand’s colder weather.
The Maori began to kill the birds for food. One of these was the moa bird, which was almost three metres high. There are no moa birds alive today – people say the Maori killed them all. They liked to cook food in ovens under the earth called “hangi”. It takes a long time to cook meat and vegetables in a hangi. 
The Maori believed in gods and told stories about these gods´ lives. Stories have always been very important for the Maori people. Their stories explain the beginning of the world. The Maori always sang or spoke these stories. Over the years, people told these same stories to their children and their children told them to their children. We call this an oral culture. 
When Europeans arrived in New Zealand, fighting and illness killed a lot of Maori until there were only 42,113 of them in the country. Today there are over 600,000.

The Maori are famous for their woodcarving. When they arrived in New Zealand, they found large tree everywhere. They used stone or bone tools to carve the wood from these trees. The Maori carved pictures on most things they used. Like Maori songs, the carvings tell Maori stories. The Maori built beautiful meeting houses called “wharenuis” and these are full of carvings. The most famous of these is in the Te Papa Tongarewa National Museum in Wellington. 
The Maori are also famous for the art they put on their faces. They often painted their faces with pictures or tattoos, called “moko”. Women had tattoos on their lips, chin and sometimes arms. Men had tattoos all over their faces. Some Maori people have these tattoos today. When you get a tattoo, it hurts a lot. A woman’s lip and chin tattoo can take six hours. 
The Maori wore grass skirts called “piupiu”. The women also wore colourful tops called “pari”. They were often red, black and white. Maori women made these clothes, using weaving. 

On Rotorua, on the North Island, you can visit Te Puia, which is the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute. Here you can see how the Maori lived. You can also watch young Maori people at the carving school. Twelve students study at the carving school for three years to learn how to carve. Other young students learn how to weave. 

Task1
What do these numbers from the text mean?
     3          6          12          42,113          600,000
Task 2

Are the sentences true or false?
1) When Maoris arrived there were no trees in New Zealand. 
2) The Maoris tattooed their faces. 
3) Europeans killed 42,113 Maoris. 
4) The Maoris wove some of their clothes. 
5) The Maoris preserved their stories in their carvings and songs. 
Task 3

What do these words mean?
1) Piupiu
2) Hangi

3) Wharenuis

4) Pari

5) Moko

Task 4

Explain the principle of oral culture.

Task 5
Discussion topics:

Have you ever seen the Maoris? Tell the class about it.
Do you know any other nations that painted their faces?

Which stories about the beginning of the world do you know?
