Seasons and Celebrations
In English-speaking countries around the world people celebrate Easter, Valentine´s Day, Christmas, and other special days. Some celebrations are new, like Remembrance Day and Mother´s Day; others, like the summer solstice, go back thousands of years.

What happens on these special days? What do people eat, where do they go, what do they do? Why is there a special day for eating pancakes? Who is the ´guy´ that children take onto the streets in November? And where do many people like to spend the shortest night of the year in England? 

Festivals old and new¨

The people of Britain have had festivals for thousands of years. Long ago the sun, the moon, the wind, rain, animals, and trees were all important in their religions, and they had festivals for them. When Christianity came to Britain, people wanted to keep some of their old festivals so they brought the religions together. Saint Valentine´s Day, Easter, Halloween, and Christmas are all old festivals that became Christian festivals.

Food, family, and flowers are an important part of most celebrations. Most people have a big family dinner at Christmas, and many people get together at Thanksgiving too. A lot of people give chocolate and other sweets as presents on Valentine´s Day and at Easter and Christmas, and some festivals have special food. Restaurants are very busy on Valentine´s Day and Mother´s Day, and flower shops sell a lot of flowers on those days.

People today often live far away from their families, so they send cards at special times like Mother´s Day, Easter and Christmas. The cards say things like: ´Thinking of you across the miles´. Post offices and telephones are very busy too, and many people use their phones and computers to send messages.

Times change, and festivals also change. People have celebrated many of these festival for hundreds of years, and will go on finding new ways to enjoy them.
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Task 1:
Answer the following questions:
1. What were the important things people had festivals for during the history?

2. Give examples of old festivals which became Christian festivals because the old religions and Christianity were brought together. 
3. What are important parts of most celebrations?

4. How do people send their messages on festivals and special days?
5. How do we call the two days of the year when we have the longest/shortest day and the shortest/longest night? 
Task 2:

Are these sentences True (T) or False (F)?
1. Halloween is an old festival that became a Christian festival.

2. Food, family, and flowers are important religious things and people have festivals for them.

3. People eat special food on Remembrance Day.

4. Restaurants are empty on Valentine´s Day as people usually eat at home.

5. People will find new ways of enjoying old festivals. 
Task 3:

Write down at least three festivals celebrated in the English speaking world for each season of the year:

	Spring

(March 21 – June 20)
	Summer

(June 21 – September 22)

	1. 
2. 

3.

4.                 
	1.

2. 

3.

4.

	Autumn

(September 23 – December 20)
	Winter

(December 21 – March 20)

	1.

2.

3.

4.
	1.

2.

3.
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