GREEN PLANET1  –  GEOGRAPHY 
Geography (from a Greek word geographia, meaning "earth describe-write") is the science that studies the lands, features, inhabitants, and phenomena of the Earth.  A literal translation is "to describe or write about the Earth". For the first time this word was used by Eratosthenes (276-194 BC).  Traditionally, geography always explored natural and human phenomena, it also studied areas, places and regions, and the Earth as a whole. Geography has been interested in studying the  man-land relationship, too. Nowadays modern geography is a discipline that tries to understand the Earth and all of its human and natural processes — not only where objects are, but how they were created and how they have changed. Sometimes geography is called "the world discipline" and "the bridge between the human and the physical science". 
Geography is divided into two main branches: human geography and physical geography. Human geography focuses on what humans created and built, on the environment people created and changed. It also explores how humans create, see, control, and influence the space around them, the Earth. 

On the other hand, physical geography examines the natural environment and how organisms, climate, soil, water, and landforms produce and interact.

Another important branch of geography has appeared recently –  environmental geography. This branch is also called Integrated geography. It combines physical and human geography and looks at the interactions between the environment and humans.
Human geography includes e.g. these fields: cultural geography, health geography, population geography (= demography), religion geography, transportation geography, tourism geography.
Physical geography includes e.g. these fields: coastal geography, glaciology, hydrology and hydrography, paleogeography, climatology. 

Integrated geography includes e.g. environmental management, emergency management, political ecology. 

Geography is a traditional school subject.

http://en.wikipedia.org/geography
Task1 - Answer the questions
Q1: What did geography explore in the past?
Q2: What does modern geography focus on?

Q3: What are the two main branches of geography?

Q4: Why is geography called “the world discipline”?
Q5: Why do you think a new branch, the environmental geography, is important?
Task 2 - Work in pairs. From each of the three main geography branches (human, physical and integrated) choose two fields and try to guess their meanings and discuss what these fields explore. E.g. 

A: I think that cultural geography explores / examines / studies culture in different parts or countries of the world. 
B: Yes, I agree. I think that in Czech it is kulturní zeměpis. What about ….
Task 3 – Read the text quickly again. Try to fill in the following chart. The signs have these meanings:

+ – I agree, I know;   ! – I do not agree; * – a new piece of information (reliable)
? – I want to learn more, I don´t understand
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