RECYCLING – THE FUTURE
We cannot be sure what will happen in the future but we do know that things are changing now. In many countries of the world people are saying: “We must do something about our rubbish. We don´t want our world to become one big landfill site!”

In Germany when people go to the supermarket they usually leave all the packaging in the shop when they pay for their shopping. They only take the packaging that they need, which is not very much.

In Ireland the government were worried about plastic bags so they decided to make people pay for them. Since 2002 Irish people have been paying for any plastic bags they take home from the shops. Of course, they soon stopped buying new bags and started taking bags with them when they went to shops. Many other countries are now doing the same thing.

Some countries have made even bigger changes. In 2006 the people of Zanzibar decided to stop making plastic bags. They were worried because the plastic bags looked ugly and they were killing fish and sea animals. They also said that nobody could bring plastic bags to the country. Soon there were no plastic bags in Zanzibar.

A city in Brazil has made some very exciting changes. In Curitiba two-thirds of the city´s rubbish is recycled. Poor people bring their rubbish to a recycling place and they are given bus tickets and food. The rubbish is taken to a special factory which is made of recycled materials. The workers at this factory are people who have had big problems in their lives but now they have jobs. They sort the rubbish into cans, glass, plastic, and paper, and everything is recycled. Curitiba is a poor city but it is also a clean city. Perhaps in the future other cities will be as clean as Curitiba. 
Businesses are beginning to have new ideas as well. Factories are making more and more things from recycled materials. They are also making new kinds of supermarket bags which are not made of plastic. They are made of natural materials, which look like plastic but are better for the Earth. 

Sometimes changes come from ordinary people, not from governments. One of the most exciting recycling ideas is Freecycle. This is a big idea that has grown around the world. People join a Freecycle group because they are looking for things that they want to give to other people. Perhaps they have a chair that they do not need any more, or they want a camera. They leave a message on the computer to tell people what they want or what they are going to give. Nobody buys or sells anything – people give things to other people who want them. It is a good idea because it recycles useful things and helps people to give away things that they do not want. 

How big is Freecycle? It is extraordinarily large. It started in 2003 and there are now groups all around the world, from Finland to Albania, from Ireland to Ukraine, from Iceland to Chile, from Ghana to Fiji. There are more than 5 000 groups (more than 9 million people are Freecycle members). The members are giving (and getting) stuff for free in their own towns.  Each local group is moderated by local volunteers, membership is free. To sign up, just find your community by entering it into the search box on the Freecycle website or by clicking on 'Browse Groups' above the search box. Have fun!  

Recycling is important and sometimes it is exciting too, but it is only part of the answer. Using less and reusing are also important answers to the problem of rubbish. In the twentieth century we saw the beginning of the throwaway world. Perhaps in the twenty-first century we will see the end of it.

http://www.freecycle.org   
Task1 – Before reading. Read quickly or rather have a quick look at the first five paragraphs of the article. Which countries are mentioned? What do you think may be the environmental problem in these countries? Try to predict. Then read carefully again and check whether you were right. Discuss in pairs if the mentioned solutions may be applied in the Czech Republic as well.

Task2 – Look at the rest of the article and read it carefully. Have you heard about Freecycle or do you perhaps know any similar service where people can recycle the things they do not need?  Tell your schoolmates.   
