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Konec formuláře

Deserts and environment
Deserts are, of course, very dry places. But there are lots of different flowers, plants, and trees in deserts all over the world. How can they live in this difficult climate? All deserts plants are adapted to the dry weather and they can live without much water. For example, plants with small leaves lose less water, and plants with very big roots can take in more water when the rain comes.
One plant with huge roots is the saguaro cactus of the Sonoran Desert in North America. The roots can sometimes grow across 13 metres of the desert but they are only 10 centimetres under the sand. When it rains, the roots quickly take in the water before it evaporates. In one week the saguro can take in 800 litres of water and the water stays inside the huge cactus for a long time. These plants can grow up to 15 metres tall!

The saguro cactus has big spines – these are adapted leaves. Animals cannot easily eat the plant because the spines get in their mouths.

Other plants have very deep roots. These go down into the desert rocks and take in water. For example, the roots of the saxaul tree of the cold Gobi Desert can go down for 18 metres. Like many desert plants, the saxaul tree can live in places with a lot of salt.

How do animals live in the desert? They need water, of course. Some animals get it from plants. Others wait under the sand for the rains. When the land is dry again, they go back under the sand. They stay there until the next rain. And some animals, like camels, can go for a long time between one drink of water and the next one.
Then there are the changes in temperature, from very hot to very cold. In the day, many animals stay in cool places under rocks or in small holes in the sand. But at night deserts can suddenly come alive. When the sun goes down the animals put their heads above the sand and begin to look for food. 
The small jerboa lives in deserts across the world. Jerboas have very big eyes and, like many desert animals, they can see very well at night. In the late evening, they come out of their holes and look for food – mostly seeds and plants. 

When the sun comes up the jerboas, foxes, and scorpions go down into their cool holes and under rocks. And slowly other animals come out. In hot deserts, these animals are often adapted to the hot sand under their feet. For example, the lizards of the Kalahari can stand on only two legs at a time – when these legs get hot, they quickly jump onto the other two!

Other living things stay away from the hot sand. In the afternoon, vultures sometimes go up and up in the desert sky. The temperatures are often much cooler there and they move slowly in the wind. 

In the daytime, you can also see camels in the desert. Some have one hump and are called dromedary camels. Others have two humps and are called Bactrian camels. About one in ten of the world’s camels are Bactrian and a small number of them live wild in the Gobi Desert.  

Pre-reading Task1
a) List some of the big deserts you know.
b) Match the deserts with the country or continent. 

Post-reading Task 2

Which of these animals are mammals, birds, insects, reptiles, arachnida?
1) Jerboa

2) Fox

3) Camel

4) Vulture

5) Scorpion

6) Lizard

Post-reading Task 3

Match the animals with their typical habitat. 
1) Taiga
2) Polar
3) Tundra
4) Swamp
5) Deep ocean
6) Desert
a) Red kangaroo

b) Wolverine

c) Sharks

d) Raccoon

e) European beaver

f) Otter
Post-reading Task 4

You have read about ways some plants adapted themselves to extreme conditions. Find two more examples of such adaptations and make a poster introducing them to your classmates.
