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Littera
Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

Deserts - geography
Four deserts
Take four deserts: the Sahara in Africa, the Gobi in Asia, the Mojave in North America, and the Atacama in South America. You can find many of the same things in all of these deserts, for example, sand, salt, and rocks. But every desert also has something different – for example, you can only find the famous Bactrian camels in the Gobi.

Let´s begin with the world´s biggest desert – the Sahara. It is huge at 9,000,000 square kilometres, and it goes across parts of ten different countries in the north of Africa. About 2 million people live here. Some of these are Tuareg and Bedouin people.

The Sahara is a hot desert and the temperatures can be very warm in the day. On 13 September 1922 the temperature went up to 57.8 °C in El Azizia in Libya – that´s the world´s hottest temperature!

The name Sahara comes from the Arabic word for desert. But this part of Africa was not always a desert. There was once a huge sea across the north of Africa – but that was 65 million years ago. Of course, there is not a lot of water there now – half of the Sahara only gets 2 centimetres of rain every year!

Much of the Sahara has small rocks over it and only 15 per cent of the desert is sand. But that sand does not always stay in Sahara. In 2008, the wind blew a lot of white sand from the Sahara to South Wales in the UK. That´s over 1,700 kilometres away!

The huge Gobi Desert in China and Mongolia is over 1,300,000 square kilometres. It is very different from the Sahara because it is a cold desert. In the summer, temperatures can go up to 40 °C but in winter they can go down to -30 °C. It is the best place in the world to see snow in the desert – you can sometimes find up to 15 centimetres of it there.
Mongolian nomads live in this desert and the name Gobi means “place without water” in their language. Like many traditional desert people, the Mongolian nomads now live an old and a new life. They live in gers – big warm tents with beautiful doors. They can easily move these when they need to, usually in spring and autumn. Gers are very traditional, but you can sometimes find new things in them like television or computers!
At 57,000 square kilometres, the hot Mojave Desert in California is much smaller than the Sahara and the Gobi. It mostly has dry sand, deep ravines, and big rocks. Death Valley in the Mojave is one of the hottest and driest places in the world. There was the second hottest temperature of all time there on 10 July 1913 at 56.7 °C. 
The desert gets its name from the Mojave tribe – these people began to live there hundreds of years ago. Not many people live in the open desert these days, but there are some very big cities here. Las Vegas, with its hotels, big shops, and cinemas, has over 1.9 million people. 
Visitors from these cities often go into the Mojave and see the interesting animals and plants there. This desert is famous for its beautiful Joshua trees – you cannot find them in any other place in the world. When people see one, they know they are in the Mojave! In the past, the people of the desert ate the seeds and flowers of the Joshua tree and made shoes from its leaves. 
In most parts of the cool Atacama Desert in Chile you cannot see any tress, because it is one of the driest places in the world. In some parts of the desert there is only rain every 100 years and most places get under 2.5 centimetres every year.
The Atacama is a long desert of 181,300 square kilometres and it is between the Andes mountains and the sea. Much of the desert is up in the tall Andes, so it has cool temperatures from 0 to 25 °C.
Thousands of years ago the Atacama tribe began to live in this desert, and some of them still live there today. In the town of San Miguel de Azapa, you can also see mummies – the dead bodies of people from thousands of years ago. Because of the dry climate, these bodies do not change very much. Some of the Atacama mummies are 9,000 years old.
Pre-reading Task1
You are going to read about four big desserts. What things or animals would you expect to read about?

Post-reading Task 2

The Sahara goes across parts of ten different countries in the north of Africa. Can you name at least five of them? Use the map.
Post-reading Task 3

After reading the text can you name these things? 
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Post-reading Task 4

You are going to visit one of the four deserts you have read about. Write a short diary entry describing your visit. In the entry you should mention the reasons for choosing the desert, things that you need to take with you, you should also consider transportation issues, what you are going to eat and where to stay. 
