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(KA4)
Littera
Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

Exploring Our World 2
Mountains cover about 25% of Earth.  They  are  made  of rocks  and  soil,  and  they  are  much  higher  than  the  land around  them.  They  form  when  underground  plates  crash together  and  push  the  land  up.  This takes millions of years. 

Record Breaking Mountains
The biggest mountain chain is the Himalayas in Asia. Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world, is in the Himalayas.  Everest is still growing about 5 millimetres every year. The longest mountain chain is under the ocean! The Mid-Atlantic Ridge under the Atlantic Ocean is 16,000 kilometres long.  The longest mountain chain on land is the Andes in South America. 

Why Do People Explore Mountains?
Geologists look at the rocks in mountains to learn more about how Earth was made.  Some mountain explorers have found metals like gold, silver, copper, and tin.  They  have  also  found precious  stones  like  rubies  and emeralds,  and  rocks,  like  granite and  limestone.  Some mountain plants, like the snow lotus, are used to make medicines. 
Mountain archaeologists look for ancient remains on the top of mountains.  In  1999, Constanza  Ceruti from Argentina was  exploring 6,739  meters  high at  the  top  of the  Llullaillaco  Volcano  between Argentina  and Chile. She  and Johan Reinhold found  food pots,  gold  and  silver  statues, and  three  Inca  mummies that were  500  years  old.
Mountain Explorers

Mountain explorers often want to be the first to climb a mountain. A  Frenchman called   Antoine de Ville climbed Mont Aiguille in the Alps in 1492. Later, some people gave explorers money to climb mountains to see what was there.  Michel Gabriel Paccard and Jacques Balmat climbed Mont Blanc for a prize in 1786.  Another  French  explorer called Marie  Paradis was the  first  woman  to  climb  Mont Blanc  in  1808.
The first  people  to get  to the  top of  Mount  Everest were  Edmund  Hillary  from  New  Zealand  and  Tenzing Norgay  from Nepal  in  1953.  About 2,000  people  have climbed  to the  top  of Everest,  but more  than  200  of them  never  returned.  Modern explorers try and find new ways to climb it. 

The  first  woman to  get  to  the  top  of Everest  was  a Japanese climber  called Junko Thbei  in  1975.  In  1992 she  also  became  the  first  woman to  climb the  highest mountain in  each  of the  seven  continents.

Pre-reading Task 1
You are going to read about mountains in this article. Why Do People Explore Mountains? Try to come with some ideas and then check with the text whether it mentions some of them.
Pre-reading Task 2
Can you place these mountains in the correct order from the highest to the lowest?
Praděd    Jungfrau    Sněžka   Mont Blanc  Everest   Elbrus   Kilimanjaro    Annapurna 
Post-reading Task 3
The article mentions these items that can be found in the mountains. Can you match them with the correct picture?
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ruby; emerald; gold; granite; copper; silver; limestone; snow lotus
[image: image1.jpg]


 
[image: image9.jpg]* Univerzita Hradec Kralové
Pedagogicka fakulta





            

            


       


Post-reading Task 4
The exploration of our world is also connected with damaging by the hordes of tourists. Can you think of ways how to protect the precious places from these troubles?
