Henry VIII (2)

War, Peace and Taxes

     King Henry was a very ambitious man. He wanted the glory of a war and in 1512 he invaded France, unsuccessfully. The following year Henry was more successful. The English won a battle that Henry called ´The Battle of the Spurs´. While Henry was in France, the Scottish King, James IV, invaded northern England. After a violent battle the English won at Flodden Field. King James IV and thousands of Scots were killed. 

     Henry was pleased with the success in France and he wanted to return the following year. However, the war cost a lot of money and only a little land was conquered. Henry´s adviser, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, did not want another war. He convinced Henry to make peace with France. He was a very ambitious and greedy man. In 1515 he became Lord Chancellor of England. He was the most powerful man in the country after the King. Wolsey became very rich. He used his money to build the 1,000-room palace of Hampton Court. He later gave it to Henry to win his favour. 
     During this period there were many religious problems. The Catholic Church was very powerful and very rich. Many people in England did not like the Church or the priests. They were tired of paying high taxes to the Church.

     In October 1517 a German monk called Martin Luther protested against the Catholic Church. He wanted to make radical changes. This was the beginning of the Reformation and the Protestant Church.

     Henry did not like Martin Luther´s ideas and wrote the ´Defence of the Seven Sacraments´. He dedicated it to Pope Leo X. The Pope was pleased and gave Henry the title of ´Defender of the Faith´. 

     For eight years Cardinal Wolsey kept peace with France. In 1520 he organised a meeting in Picardy in France between the two Kings. Wolsey wanted the Kings to sign a peace treaty. Elaborate tents made of gold cloth and a beautiful palace was created for the two Kings and their courts. The entire English court of 5,800 people went to Picardy. There were jousts and elaborate banquets. An immense amount of money was spent for this occasion. Henry wore a cloak made of gold cloth. The extravagant finery gave the place of the meeting its name, ´The Field of the Cloth of Gold´. The two Kings signed a peace treaty, but after two years they were at war again. 

     Henry and his court lived in luxury. His clothes and jewels became more and more magnificent. Henry soon spent most of his father´s money. 

     During almost 20 years of marriage Henry´s wife Catherine gave birth to four sons, but they all died. Only a girl, Princess Mary, survived. Henry was desperate. He did not want a daughter. He wanted a son to become king after his death. Catherine was too old to have other children and Henry lost interest in her. 
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Task 1:

Read the text and underline all irregular verbs (without regard to the tense). Fill in the table below with all the forms of these verbs, i.e. infinitive, past tense and past participle. Underline the form in which the verb is used in the text. In case of multiple use of one verb consider the first occurrence in the text.

	Infinitive 
	Past tense   
	Past participle

	example: to be  
	was (were) 
	been

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Task 2:
Read the following statements and mark them T (true) or F (false) according to the text. Write the correct versions of the false statements below this task.

1. King Henry was a very ambitious man.

2. ´The Battle of Spurs´ was a battle with Spain. 
3. Henry lost this battle.

4. Henry´s adviser Cardinal Thomas More did not want another war.

5. Henry built the palace of Hampton Court.

6. The Catholic Church was very poor.

7. Henry liked Martin Luther´s ideas.

8. Henry signed a peace treaty with the French king in 1520 in Picardy.

9. Henry lived a modest life and did not spend much money.

10. Henry did not care about the sex of his heir.
Task 3: (inspired by Clemen, G.D.B.: Great English Monarchs and their Times. Black Cat, Genoa, 2000.)
Look at the painting of Henry VIII by Hans Holbein the Younger. Try to ´read´ Henry´s character from the painting and choose words from the box below to describe the King. Try to say a few sentences about the King from what you have already learnt about him and what you can judge from the painting.
	handsome – strong – weak – powerful – strict – proud – big – sensitive – loving - careless
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Figure taken from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII_of_England
