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Konec formuláře

Ireland – People and Culture
Irish people love stories, and many great writers were born in Ireland. Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) was a churchman in Dublin. In his book Gulliver´s Travels a man called Gulliver visits many strange countries. In Lilliput all the people are about ten centimetres high and in the country of the Houyhnhnms horses are cleverer than people. But when Gulliver comes home, nobody believes his stories.
James Joyce (1882-1941) wrote all his stories about Dublin. His most famous book, Ulysses, is 700 pages long. It is the story of everything that one man, Leopold Bloom, does in Dublin in one day – 16 June 1904. And every year on 16 June – Bloomsday – people visit Dublin to talk about Ulysses and to visit the places in the story.

Joyce´s friend, Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) won the Nobel Prize for his work in the theatre. His most famous work, Waiting for Godot, is about two poor Irish men who are waiting for a man called Godot. Perhaps Godot is a man, perhaps he is God – they don´t know. But he never comes. 
Joyce and Beckett were born in Ireland, but they went to work and live in France. They had new and exciting ideas, and some people in Ireland did not like them. To the Irish government and the Catholic Church, books like Ulysses were wrong, and after 1929 Irish people could not buy books like these in the shops. Life was difficult in other ways too – many people had large families and little money. Ireland was a poor country, and it was difficult to find work. Every year, many young people left Ireland to look for work in other countries.

Because of these things some singers too were very angry about life in Ireland. Bob Geldof was born in Ireland in 1951. His mother died when he was seven, and his father was often away from home, so young Bob was often alone. He saw many poor people in Dublin, and his band, the Boomtown Rats, sang loud, angry songs. In their song Banana Republic, they said Ireland was a poor country with a bad government, and too many police and churchmen:
Everywhere I go now

And everywhere I see

The black and blue uniforms

Police and priests

Bob Geldof wanted to change the world, and in 1985 he planned some concerts called Band Aid and Live Aid. He used the money from the concerts to help hungry people in Africa. In 2005 he did this again, with a concert called Live 8. With another Irish musician called Bono, Bob Geldof asked the presidents of many countries to give help to Africa.
There are many famous singers and writers from Northern Ireland too. Seamus Heaney was born in 1939 on a farm near Derry. In 1995 he won the Nobel Prize for his poems, and people read them all over the world. The famous singer Van Morrison grew up in Belfast in the 1950s.

Most people in Ireland love music. People sing in pubs in every Irish town, and Irish songs are very popular on television in other countries. Ireland has won the Eurovision Song Contest for the best pop song in Europe seven times; this is more than any other country.

Pre-reading Task1
Do you know any famous Irish artists? Name as many as you can. Can you also name some of their works?

Post-reading Task 2

Here are some of the English writing authors. Can you match them to their works?
1) William Shakespeare

2) Jane Austen

3) Charles Dickens

4) George Orwell

5) J. R. R. Tolkien

6) C. S. Lewis

7) J. K. Rowling

8) A. A. Milne
9) Dr Seuss
10)  Christopher Paolini


a) Eragon
b) Harry Potter

c) Hamlet

d) How the Grinch Stole Christmas

e) Emma

f) Animal Farm

g) Winnie-the-Pooh

h) The Lord of the Rings

i) David Copperfield

j) The Chronicles of Narnia

Post-reading Task 3

What is your favourite book? Write a short description of the book but don´t include the title. Read it to your classmates and let them guess the title.  
Post-reading Task 4
Choose a famous Irish person (it can be one of those from Task1) and prepare an interview with him/her. 
