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Metodický list

New Zealand – People and Culture
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(KA4)
Littera
Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

New Zealand – People and Culture
Painting
The Europeans who first came to live in New Zealand were not very interested in the arts. These people had to work hard to build a life in their new country. By the 1900s there were some art schools in New Zealand, but many artists left to study art in Great Britain and Europe. When these artists returned to New Zealand, they brought exciting ideas with them.

Colin McCahon (1919-1987) was one of New Zealand´s most famous artists. He often used words in his pictures. He also used the countryside of New Zealand in his paintings. He made Kiwis look at their country the way he did.
Another famous New Zealand artist is the Maori painter Ralph Hotere, who was born in 1931. You can see both western and Maori art in his paintings. He often uses unusual things in his work.

When New Zealand´s sculptors make their work, they often think of the country´s landscape, stories and culture. The sculpture of Pania is a famous tourist attraction in Napier, on the North Island. The sculptor used a Maori teenager as a model for the statue. 
Books
Katherine Mansfield (1888-1923) was a New Zealand writer. Her short stories are famous all over the world. Some of these are about growing up in Wellington. Her story At the Bay is about different families who live in houses on a road near the sea. In her story, Mansfield makes us see what small-town life is like. Today New Zealand holds a short-story competition every year – the Katherine Mansfield Award – named after their famous writer.

Patricia Grace, born in 1937, and Keri Hulme, born in 1947, are Maori writers. Grace writes books and short stories for adults and children. Her first book was a book of short stories called Waiariki (hot springs). In the stories, Grace tries to show the world who the Maori people are. Hulme´s book The bone people won prizes in New Zealand and Great Britain. It is also about the Maori people, their culture and their problems.

Pania of the reef
A long time ago there was a beautiful woman called Pania. Pania lived in the sea near the North Island with many other sea people and sea animals. Every day she swam in the sea with her friends and every night she went to sleep in a small river on the island. 
Karitoki was the good-looking son of a Maori chief. Every evening he went to the river to drink. One night he saw Pania and they instantly fell in love with each other. They secretly got married, but Pania could not stay on the land all the time. So every morning she went to the sea and every evening she came back to her house on land.
But Karitoki wasn´t happy. He wanted his wife to live on the land all the time. Karitoki and Pania argued and she ran back to the sea.

The sea people swam all around her and then they pulled her under the water. They kept her under the sea with them because they didn´t want her to return to the man she loved.

When you look into the water, some people say you can still see Pania with her arms out. She´s trying to get back to her husband.
Pre-reading Task1
Do you know any famous New Zealand artists? Name as many as you can. Can you also name some of their works? If you cannot name any, can you think of any famous person from New Zealand?

Post-reading Task 2

Here are several famous paintings; can you name them and their creators?
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Post-reading Task 3

You have read about the story of Pania. Do you know any similar traditional stories? Tell the class about it.
Post-reading Task 4

Choose a famous New Zealander (it can be one of those from Task1) and prepare an interview with him/her. 
