The Great Barrier Reef
     ´The largest living thing in the world´ - that is how many people describe the Great Barrier Reef. And they are right, because this living thing is more than 2,500 kilometres long – and it is alive. The reef is growing all the time, because of very small sea animals called corals.

     Corals are unusual animals, because they make the island that is their home. This island is not made of stone; it is made by the corals from calcium carbonate. Millions of corals together make an island under the water which is called a coral reef. And the Great Barrier Reef is a long line of about 3,000 coral reefs and 900 islands near the north-east of Australia. It is home to thousands of kinds of fish and other sea animals. 

     Coral reefs are good places to live. There are lots of holes, which are good places for fish to hide, and which are easy to defend. There are many dangerous fish around the reef, but there is lots of food too. There are not many coral reefs in our seas – less than 1 per cent of our seas have coral reefs in them. But our coral reefs are home to 25 per cent of all things that live in the sea.               And the important thing is this – coral reefs are beautiful places! Corals need seawater, but they also need sunlight. Because of this, corals do not usually live in deep, dark water – they prefer water that is less than 150 metres deep. So the water around a coral reef is warm, and full of light and life. Millions of visitors come to the Great Barrier Reef every year to see the beautiful reefs and sea animals.     






                                                   
Some of the sea animals on the Great Barrier Reef are very rare. One of these is the sea cow. Just like cows that live on the land, the sea cow eats grass – but it is a kind of sea grass that grows under the water. There are seven kinds of sea turtle in the world, and six of them live on the Great Barrier Reef. The turtle is one of our oldest animals. We know that the first turtles lived more than 200 million years ago. Turtles can live for as much as eighty years. They need to live for a long time –some mother turtles do not begin to have their babies until they are twenty or even thirty years old!






The Great Barrier Reef is one of the great natural wonders of the world. But, like other coral reefs, it is in danger. One of the dangers is natural: it is an animal called the crown-of-thorns starfish, which eats corals. But there are also two dangers that come from people. First, the sea is getting dirtier, and second, it is getting warmer. Both of these things kill coral reefs. And both of these dangers are getting worse. Will people destroy the largest living thing in the world?


































           (Adapted from: Newbolt, B.: World Wonders. OUP. Oxford 2011.)



            (Figure from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Coral_Outcrop_Flynn_Reef.jpg; Toby Hudson, July 24, 2010)
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Task 1:

Read the following statements and tick them T (true) or F (false). Write the correct versions of the false statements:

1. The Great Barrier Reef is more than 2,500 kilometres long. T
2. The Great Barrier Reef is a long line of about 9,000 coral reefs and 300 islands near the north-east of Australia. F (3,000 coral reefs and 900 islands)
3. Coral reefs aren´t good places to live. F (Corals are good places to live.)
4. There are many coral reefs in our seas. F (There aren´t many …)
5. Corals usually live in deep, dark water. F (… do not usually live …)
6. Millions of visitors come to the Great Barrier Reef every year to see the beautiful reefs and sea animals. T
7. There are eight kinds of sea turtle in the world, and seven of them live on the Great Barrier Reef. F (…seven kinds of sea turtle in the world and six of them …)
8. Turtles can live for as much as eighty years. T
Task 2:

Work in pairs. Look at the map of Australia – the Great Barrier Reef is on the eastern coast of Queensland in the South Pacific Ocean. Talk to your partner about the dangers that come from people. Do you think there are any more dangers for the GB Reef caused by people? What could we do to protect wonders like the Great Barrier Reef? Are there any other natural phenomena that are endangered by human civilization? What can we do to protect them?

http://australia-map.blogspot.cz/2012/05/australia-political-map-pictures.html

Zde – cokoli, co souvisí s civilizací a jejími neblahými důsledky pro přírodu (ohrožené druhy zvířat, rostlin, deštné pralesy, příklady transportu ohrožených zvířat zpět do přírody, bezhlavé lovy zvířat pro nepatrné části těla – nosorožci, sloni, velryby atd. atd.). 
