USA1 - BLACK AMERICANS
Handout B
1) She said, "I wanted to know for once and for all what rights I had as a human being and a citizen."

2) "There was one of two things I had a right to," she explained later, "liberty or death; if I could not have one, I would have the other."

3) "Eleven days and a half gone and I have crossed three thousand miles. Instead of a democratic government, I am under a monarchical government. Instead of the bright, blue sky of America, I am covered with the soft, grey fog of the Emerald Isle. I breathe, and see the slave becomes a man. I employ a cab—I am seated beside white people—I reach the hotel—I enter the same door—I am shown into the same hall —I dine at the same table—and no one is offended... I find myself regarded and treated at every turn with the kindness  paid to white people. When I go to church, I am met by no upturned nose and nobody tells me, 'We don't allow niggers in here!'"

4) One of these teachers (Miss Allen of Illinois), whose school was at Cotton Gin Port in Monroe County, was visited ... between one and two o'clock in the morning on March 1871, by about fifty men on horses. Each man wore a long white robe and his face was covered by a loose white mask.  She was ordered to get up and dress which she did at once and then admitted to her room the captain and a lieutenant.  The lieutenant had a pistol in his hand and he and the captain sat down while eight or ten men stood inside the door and the porch was full. They treated her "gentlemanly and quietly" but complained of the heavy school-tax, said she must stop teaching and go away and warned her that they never gave a second notice. She understood the warning and left the county soon.

5) According to her son, when Abraham Lincoln met her in 1862 Lincoln commented, "So this is the little lady who started this great war." Historians are undecided if Lincoln actually said this line, and in a letter that she wrote to her husband a few hours after meeting with Lincoln no mention of this comment was made.  However, people really were influenced by this book. Union general and politician James B. Weaver said that the book convinced him to become active in the abolitionist movement.

6) “We need to make clear in this political year, to congressmen (…) and to the president of the United States, that we will no longer tolerate, we will no longer vote for men who continue to see the killings of Vietnamese and Americans as the best way of advancing the goals of freedom …”

“We were taking the young black men who had been crippled by our society and sending them eight thousand miles away to guarantee liberties which they had not found in Southwest Georgia and East Harlem. (...) We have been repeatedly faced with the cruel irony of watching Negro and white boys on TV screens as they kill and die together for a nation that has been unable to seat them in the same schools.”
7) It rained that day. Some black people rode together in one car, while others travelled in cabs (with black drivers) that charged the same fare as the bus, 10 cents. Most of the other black people (about 40 000) walked, some as far as 20 miles (30 km). In the end, the boycott lasted for 381 days. Many public buses stood idle for months, and the bus transit company's finances were damaged.

8) She thought: "I was a stranger in a strange land. My father, my mother, my brothers, and sisters, and friends were in Maryland. But I was free, and they should be free."

9) Escaped slaves moved north along the route from one way station to the next at night, about 10–20 miles (15–30 km) to each station. They stayed at the stations during the day and rested there. The stations were out of the way places like barns. While resting at one station, a message was sent to the next station to let the station master know the runaways were on their way. "Conductors" on the railroad came from various backgrounds and included free-born blacks, white abolitionists, former slaves, either escaped or manumitted (given freedom by their owners, e.g. due to their age or special relationship), and Native Americans. The fugitives sometimes travelled on boat or train, they usually travelled on foot or by wagon in groups of 1-3 slaves.

 10) “I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. (…) (he is talking about the results of Civil War)  But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free.  (…)  One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro  (…) finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition.”
11) He continued, secretly, to teach himself how to read and write.  He began to read newspapers, political materials, and books. The textbook called  The Columbian Orator, which he discovered at about age twelve, helped  define his views on freedom and human rights. Later he taught other slaves on the plantation to read the New Testament at a weekly Sunday school. As word spread, the interest among slaves in learning to read was so great that in any week, more than 40 slaves would attend lessons. For about six months, their study went relatively unnoticed. However, some plantation owners learnt about this and so he was sent to another farm.  

12) The book also created great interest in the United Kingdom. The first London edition appeared in May 1852 and sold 200 000 copies.

13) Years later, she told an audience: "I was conductor of the Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what most conductors can't say – I never ran my train off the track and I never lost a passenger."

14) It was a network of secret routes, meeting points and safe houses used by 19th-century black slaves in the United States to escape to free states in the north and to Canada. It was not underground or a real railroad.  Help was provided by abolitionists, both black and white. They used a secret code and talked about railroad, stations, passengers or cargo, conductors, etc. Individuals were often organized in small, independent groups; this helped to maintain secrecy because individuals knew some connecting "stations" along the route but knew few details of their immediate area. 

15) Its members adopted masks and robes that hid their identities and added to the drama of their night rides, their chosen time for attacks. Many of them operated in small towns and rural areas where people otherwise knew each other's faces, and sometimes still recognized the attackers.  "The kind of thing that men are afraid or ashamed to do openly, and by day, they do secretly, masked, and at night."  

16) “I have often been asked how I felt when first I found myself on free soil.  A new world had opened upon me. If life is more than breath, I lived more in one day than in a year of my slave life. It was a time of joyous excitement which words can hardly describe. In a letter written to a friend soon after reaching New York, I said: 'I felt as one might feel after escape from a cage of hungry lions.'”
17) She talked about her experience years later: "When I found I had crossed that line, I looked at my hands to see if I was the same person. There was such a glory over everything; the sun came like gold through the trees, and over the fields, and I felt like I was in Heaven."

18) “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. (…) I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today!”
19) “People always say that I didn't give up my seat because I was tired, but that isn't true. I was not tired physically, or no more tired than I usually was at the end of a working day. I was not old, although some people have an image of me as being old then. I was forty-two. No, I was tired of giving in.”

20)  "Knowledge is the pathway from slavery to freedom."

