USA 3 - THE CIVIL WAR
Handout A
The Civil War began because the southern states kept slaves to work in the cotton fields but slaves were not allowed in the North. People from the South wanted to have slaves in the new lands of the west, but people from the North argued against this. In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected sixteenth president of the USA.  He belonged to the Republican Party, which did not want people to have slaves. On 24 December, South Carolina said that it wanted to be independent and the other southern states soon followed. The fighting began on 12 April 1861, at Fort Sumter.

The South had some of the best soldiers – one was the famous Robert E. Lee – and they had plenty of money from selling their cotton to Britain. But the North had more men and more factories. They also had Lincoln, one of the best presidents that the USA has ever had. He was born on a farm in Kentucky but he worked hard in order to learn as much as he could. Lincoln made the Republican Party strong and spoke about rights and freedom. A very important battle was won by the soldiers of the North at Gettysburg in Pennsylvania in 1863. Lincoln spoke there afterwards about the brave soldiers who had died. This became known as the Gettysburg Address and contains the famous words:  “ … government of the people, by the people, for the people.”
Two famous soldiers helped the North to win the war. General Sherman is remembered in a famous song that tells the story of how he took 60 000 of his soldiers on a journey of 400 kilometres from Atlanta in Georgia to the Atlantic coast. In this way he cut a wide path through the southern states, and after that it was hard for the armies of the South to join together and fight the North. After the war, Sherman became head of the American army. General Ulysses S. Grant represented the north at Appomattox in 1865 when the South, under Lee, accepted that they had lost the war. Grant was very fair to Lee´s soldiers, who did not have to go to prison. Some years later, in 1868, he became president. 
Sadly, on 14 April 1865, five days after the end of the war, President Lincoln was shot at the theatre by a man called John Wilkes Booth, who hated Lincoln and was angry about the war. After Lincoln´s death, the new president was not strong enough to bring the North and the South together, and people continued to argue about the rights of black people.   
Task 1 – work in pairs or groups, tell each other what do you think slavery was. 
Task 2 – read the text quickly and put down all the names and some brief information about these names. If they are people, write down whether they are connected to the North or to the South. 

Task 3 – do you know any books that tell a story of the Civil War? Or perhaps a film? Tell the others. 

Task 4 – do you know how many more years it took the African Americans to have equal rights with white people? 
