USA 2 - THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE - Handout
By 1770, there were thirteen colonies along the east coast of North America, and they were all governed by Britain. But Britain was a long way away, and the people of the colonies became angry at the high taxes that the government made them pay. In December 1773 a group of men threw 342 boxes of tea into the sea at Boston because they did not want to pay the British tax on it. This was the “Boston Tea Party”.

The British government was now angry too, and in April 1775 some Americans fought a group of British soldiers at the towns of Lexington and Concord, near Boston (in Massachusetts). More and more Americans arrived until the British soldiers had to move back to Boston. A few months later, after the Battle of Bunker Hill, near Boston, it was clear that Britain was at war with its American colonies.
A rich farmer from Virginia, George Washington, became the chief of the American army. People tell a story about Washington, to show that he was an honest man. They say that when he was a boy he cut down a tree and this made his father angry. But when his father asked him about it, he told him: “ I cannot tell a lie, I cut down the tree”. 
The colonies did not say that they wanted to be fully independent until the summer of 1776. A man called Thomas Jefferson wrote the famous “Declaration of Independence” where he said that the king, George the Third, was not a good king because he had not let his people have their  rights: The right to life, to freedom and to happiness. The day of the Declaration of Independence, 4 July, is an important American holiday.   

The Americans finally won the war in October 1781, and two years after that, they were free to govern themselves. In 1789 they made George Washington their first president. Although he wanted to go back to his farm at Mount Vernon and enjoy a quiet life he stayed president until 1797. He died in 1799, just two years after he returned home. 

The names “United States of America” and “American” were first used at the time of the War of Independence. The thirteen colonies became the first thirteen states of the United States. In 1803, after Jefferson became the third president, he bought a large area of land in the Midwest from France. It was five times as big as France, and it only cost 15 million dollars. Jefferson then sent two brave men, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, to travel across America all the way to the Pacific. With a young Native American woman called Sacagawea to help them, the two men travelled 13 000 kilometres between 1804 and 1806. They found many animals, plants, and fish that were new to Europeans, and they made maps of the rivers, mountains, and land that they crossed.
In 1819, the USA bought Florida from Spain. The United States was now twice as big as it had been in 1781. And by 1848, after it won Texas and the Southwest from Mexico, it had grown again. It now reached all the way from the Atlantic to the Pacific, over 5 000 kilometres. 
Finally, the American government bought the land northwest of Canada from Russia in 1867 for 7.2 million dollars and it became the state of Alaska in 1959. The American flag, known as the Stars and Stripes, first appeared at the time of the War of Independence. It has a stripe for each of the first thirteen states, and a star was added every time a state joined, so there are now fifty stars.  The last star was added when the beautiful islands of Hawaii, in the Pacific 4 000 kilometres west of California, became the fiftieth state of the USA in 1959. 
Task 1 – before reading. Work in pairs or groups and try to put down as many facts on the American War of Independence as possible. Can you remember any dates or names?

Task 2 – read the text quickly and find the facts that are connected to these dates:

a) 1773

b) 1776

c) 1781

d) 1789

e) 1819

f) 1848

g) 1867

h) 1959

Task 3 – try to summarise all the information from the text. You may want to read the text again, this time more carefully.    

Task 4 – which “states” were the first thirteen colonies? Check the Internet and the map.
