WASTED WORLD 1 - handout
Have you ever heard about horrible science? Or rather Horrible Science? It is a series of funny books  written by Nick Arnold and illustrated by Tony de Saulles (there is a similar series of funny books on history called Horrible Histories). There are more than 20,  published since 1996. They are designed to get children interested in science. According to Arnold, Horrible Science books are based on everyday topics and key areas of the educational programme. Some approaches used in Horrible Science books stress the drama and excitement and wonder of science. Science words and concepts are introduced gradually often using humour or fact files. The books also contain experiments. The experiments do not require expensive or complicated equipment. Several of the books end with thoughts on how science will shape our future. The names of the books are e.g. Ugly Bugs; Blood, Bones and Body Bits; Fatal Forces; Shocking Electricity; Frightening Light; Nasty Nature; Deadly Diseases or Chemical Chaos. 
The book called Wasted World is about different aspects of global warming and our planet. Let´s have a look at some information that is included in several places throughout the book and is called Bet you never knew!

- Platinum is used to make catalytic converters in cars. These devices cut down on pollution but platinum  is scarce and expensive. So desperate scientists are trying to save platinum from roadside dust using microbes. The dust contains traces of platinum coughed out by cars. By the way, collecting dust samples in this way will not make you rich, although you might collect some interesting tyre marks on your body.
- One of the extinct animals was a rainforest frog from Australia. This fascinating frog “ate” its own eggs and let the tadpoles (frog babies) swim around in its stomach juices. Later it vomited the babies to give birth. 

- In 2002 a British supermarket sold vegetables from Kenya tied with a chive (a herb grown in Britain). The herb had to be flown 13 600 km to Kenya to tie the veg and then flown back again, to be sold and eaten. Imagine the pollution produced by the planes! 
- Camels have their thickest hair on their backs. The hair protects the camel from the sun and helps it to keep it cool. That´s why if you give a camel a haircut, it gets hotter and needs more water to drink. 

- As drought hit Australia in 1902, scientist Clement Wragge hit on an interesting idea to make it rain. He planned to fire huge guns at the clouds to create small whirls of wind and cause rain. Sadly his efforts only caused little drizzle and two of his guns blew up. 

- In 2002 panic spread in Sangrampur, India. Buildings and people were splattered with strange-looking green rain and many people thought they were the victims of killer chemicals. Then the state scientists tested the scary green liquid and announced that it was ….   bees´ wee (urine) from a giant bee swarm.   

- Scientists have known that CO2 (carbon dioxide) was linked to global warming since Victorian times. Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius (1859 – 1927) thought that doubling CO2 would cause a 5 – 6 degrees Celsius jump in temperature (experts think it is a bit less). He thought that the big warm-up would take 3 000 years and a warmer world would be quite nice.
- In recent years scientists have experimented with some interesting new types of fuel. In 2006 a San Francisco company planned to collect doggie poo  (droppings, excrements) and feed it to microbes to  make methane fuel. You may have heard about biofuels. By 2008 sugarcane biofuel powered 30 per cent of cars in Brazil. 
Task 1 – Read the introduction (paragraph 1 and 2) and then try to guess what the rest of the text will be about - something you probably do not know about global warming and its influence on our planet. Can you explain what global warming is? Tell your partner.

Task 2 – Read the second part of the text. Which information is the most surprising? Which one is the funniest? Tell your partner. 

Task 3 – Can you observe any bad influence of global warming in the place where you live?  If yes, how does it affect your life or the life of your family. Tell your partner.
