WASTED WORLD 3 - handout
The Mighty Planet-Munching Machine (by Nick Arnold)

In his book Wasted World (from the Horrible Science series of funny books about science) Nick Arnold explains the idea that the whole world is getting wasted – and that there is no time to waste. 

Task 1 – Think of various things people need in different parts of their lives, as babies, as teenagers, as parents and as elderly people. Make a list. How expensive these things are? Which period is the most expensive and why?  

Now read the text.
We all like babies – trouble is, the ever-growing number of humans is putting a real strain on Planet Earth. Every day about three-quarters of a million people are smiling. They are the proud parents of the 375 000 or so little humans born today.  We may try to think about what all these little humans will want from their new lives in the future: food, water, milk shakes and cool cola, their own bedrooms, TV, high-speed Internet connection, education, luxury nappies, a wardrobe full of designer clothes, and a lot more…  (right now they need some sleep zzzzzzz……) 

You can imagine the whole world´s industry and farming and transport as one giant machine – let´s call it the “Mighty Planet-Munching Machine”. This incredible “machine” turns plants, animals and raw materials into paper, furniture, T-shirts, cars, computers, shoes, beefburgers and cornflakes and CD players and automatic nose-picking machines and everything you had ever wanted for Christmas. Hmm, there is no doubt that the Mighty Planet-Munching Machine is good at its job. It keeps most of us with full stomachs and it has made many people rich. But there is a price to pay. Want to have a look at the bill? 
Bill for the Mighty Planet-Munching Machine for keeping you clothed and fed and sheltered and making whatever you want and taking you wherever you want…..

COST – an endless supply of raw materials

The trouble is that Planet Earth is only 40 075km around and there isn´t an endless supply of anything, except maybe snot when you have a bad cold and runny nose. Right now we are starting to run out of  a few essential things… The Machine needs ever-larger amounts of minerals to make more of what we want. No one doubts that there is only a limited amount of each substance in the ground and that they will not last forever. But some things from the ground are going even faster than the minerals. I am talking about the fuels we use to power the Mighty Planet-Munching Machine. These fuels are called “fossil fuels” because they are the preserved remains of things that were once living and they take millions of years to form. That means that when fuels have gone there will not be any more for a few million years. But it is not just minerals and fuels. We are also destroying rainforests quicker than they can recover. As more and more rainforest is lost, the plants and animals can´t breed or find new places to live. The Machine is also emptying the seas. On the other hand, not everything is getting limited or reduced  – there is something that we have in bigger and bigger amounts. Guess what!  The rubbish, garbage and waste!   
Task 2 – Which things, mentioned in the text, are more and more limited or reduced?
Task 3 – What is the message of the text?  Explain what the Mighty Planet-Munching Machine is.
Task 4 – Look again at lists of things from Task 1. Can you try to think of how your lists could be improved so that some energy, fuels or raw materials are saved?  Maybe it is easier to think only about teenagers. Tell your partner.
Task 5 – Do you or your family members do anything to reduce the amount of rubbish?
