WASTED WORLD 4 - handout
The Horrible Science Trial  and Will D Beest in the Bathroom (by Nick Arnold)

In his book Wasted World (from the Horrible Science series of funny books about science) Nick Arnold introduces some important information about science in an interesting and often funny way. Two examples follow, both are connected with plastic.

The Horrible Science Trial

Judge: You, plastic bag of no permanent address, are charged with the following crime: Every year billions of you get thrown away, but you take over 100 years to disappear. How do you plead? 

Bag: Not guilty – I am a hold-all not a know-all! I can´t help the way I was made. Anyway, who made me? Who threw me away? It was you humans! Mind you – I can handle myself. 
Judge: When you get into the sea you look like a jellyfish and choke sea turtles and dolphins when they try to eat you.

Bag: You must be choking! It´s not my fault, is it? I mean, they are the ones who are trying to eat me! And so what? You humans still need me to carry your shopping.

Judge: That´s where you are wrong! Whenever people have to pay for plastic bags they always end up bringing their own reusable bags.

Bag: So am I free to go?

Judge: No, you will be five pence from now on.

Task 1 - Read the dialogue and check in pairs or groups if you have understood. Then create a similar dialogue, this time choose something else to be the accused instead of the bag. You will have to change the dialogue to match the situation. 
Task 2 – Read the following text. It  is the introduction to two pictures. Look at the pictures and say what has changed, what is different in the second picture and why. Some objects were removed (there are numbers) – say why they are not in the world without oil. You can try to find reasons for removing some other things that remained in the second picture (they are also somehow connected to oil).
Will D Beest in the Bathroom

At present we are using more fuel than ever. The whole world has become deeply dependent on fuels – especially oil. To prove it we are visiting the bathroom of top TV naturalist Will D Beest. He is in his bathroom with his rather more intelligent pet monkey, Mickey…
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