THE MARK OF ZORRO 1 - Handout
Zorro was created by Johnston McCulley. McCulley (February 2, 1883 – November 23, 1958) was the author of hundreds of stories, fifty novels, numerous screenplays for film and television, and the creator of the character Zorro. Many of his novels and stories were written under various pseudonyms, e.g. Harrington Strong, Raley Brien, George Drayne, Monica Morton, Rowena Raley, etc. 
McCulley started as a police reporter for The Police Gazette and served as an Army public affairs officer during World War I. He was interested in history and continued his career in pulp magazines and writing screenplays, often using Southern California as background for his stories.
McCulley's Zorro character appeared for the first time in the story "The Curse of Capistrano" in the pulp magazine All-Story Weekly in 1919 (he appeared in four novels and many stories). The appearance of the 1920 Douglas Fairbanks silent movie The Mark of Zorro, based on the first novel, was the direct cause for McCulley reviving what had originally been a one-time hero plot. The appearance of the character (black mask and hat) was actually defined by Fairbanks' movie version rather than McCulley's original story.  McCulley copied the Fairbanks appearance for subsequent stories, as did the many film and television variations that followed.
Zorro and other pulp characters created by McCulley were inspirations for the masked heroes that have appeared in popular culture from McCulley's time to the present day.

The Mask of Zorro
Task – there are gaps in the text about Zorro. The missing parts are numbered. Try to find the right order – put the numbered parts in the right gaps (marked with letters). 
Handout A  - The Mask of Zorro – in this film the Spanish Governor, Don Rafael Montero wants to catch Zorro (Anthony Hopkins). Montero prepares to execute three innocent townspeople. Zorro helps the prisoners to run away, and escapes on his horse, Toronado, after cutting a "Z" into Montero's neck. The same night, however, Montero visits Zorro at his home, because he thinks that Zorro is really Don Diego de la Vega, a Spanish nobleman married to Esperanza, the woman Montero had always loved. 
_____ A
Diego later escapes from the prison. Elena (Catherine Zeta-Jones) is now a beautiful young lady. She believes she has never been to California before, but when she gets a bunch of native Californian flowers she can recognise their smell. Diego soon meets an adult Alejandro Murrieta (Antonio Banderas) who once helped Zorro. Diego starts training Alejandro to become his successor. After some training, on his way from the town Alejandro meets Elena. 
_____ B
During the training Diego explains Alejandro that Zorro was a servant of the people, not a thief and adventurer. They make a plan – Alejandro must convince Montero that he is "a gentleman." He will play the role of a visiting nobleman Don Alejandro del Castillo y García, with Diego as his servant. 
_____ C
The next day, Alejandro and the Dons are taken by Montero to a secret gold mine known as "El Dorado", where peasants are used as slaves – however, the mine is on the land of the General. Meanwhile, Diego uses this opportunity to become closer to Elena, though he tells her he is just a servant. During the conversation Elena tells Diego that Montero had told her that her mother died in childbirth. Later, while walking in a local market, Elena meets the woman who had been her nanny.

_____ D
Meanwhile, Montero is scared that General Santa Anna will discover that he is being paid with his own gold, so Montero decides to destroy the mine with explosives and kill the workers. Alejandro uses the stolen map to find the mine to help the workers run away. Diego tells Alejandro to go alone because he wants to meet Montero and take back Elena as his daughter. 
_____ E
There, Zorro fights with a captain, so the gold cannot be put onto a wagon to be taken from the mine. Diego starts a duel with Montero. Zorro defeats the captain. Diego is wounded, but he also defeats Montero. The wagon with gold is pushed off  a cliff. Elena and Alejandro, now without his mask, free the workers. Before dying in their arms, Diego passes the mantle of Zorro to Alejandro, and gives his blessings for Alejandro's and Elena's prospective marriage. 
Handout B

1 – Diego later sends Alejandro, dressed as Zorro, to steal the map leading to the gold mine from Montero's hacienda. Zorro duels and fights off Montero and his guards. As he escapes to the stable, he meets Elena, who wants to take the map belonging to her "father." Even if Elena shows considerable skill with a sword, Zorro is a better fighter and defeats her. After a passionate kiss, Zorro runs away from the stable and shakes off his pursuers. 
2 – So Alejandro attends a party at Montero's hacienda, where he quickly gains Elena’s admiration and Montero's trust. Montero even invites Alejandro to a secret meeting. There, Montero plans to retake all of California for the Dons by buying it from their hero, the Mexican General Santa Anna, who is desperately in need of money to fund his war with the United States. 
3 – Later that night, Diego visits Montero at the hacienda and reveals his true identity.  Montero captures Diego after threatening to kill him in front of Elena. As Diego is taken away by guards, he tells Elena the name of the flowers she recognized upon her arrival to California, convincing her that he, Diego, is her true father. She later helps Diego out from his cell, and they go to the mine. 
4 – There is a fight, during which Esperanza is killed while trying to protect Diego. Diego's house is burned and his infant daughter, Elena, is taken to Spain by Montero to be raised as his own daughter while Diego is taken to prison. Twenty years later, Montero secretly returns to California, looking for Diego in the old prison. Although de La Vega is there, Montero does not recognize him because several prisoners tell Montero that they are Zorro. 
5 – Later on his way he has to hide in a nearby church, with the help of the town priest and Zorro's old friend, Father Felipe. Alejandro hides in the confessional, where Elena tells the “priest” about her meeting with a mysterious "bandit".  

