SCOTLAND 1 - Handout 
Scotland is a country in a country. It is a part of Great Britain (England, Scotland, and Wales), and of the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland). Scotland is in the far north-west of Europe, between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It is often cold and grey, and it rains a lot in some parts of the country. But the people of Scotland love their country, and many visitors to Scotland love it too. They love the beautiful hills and mountains of the north, the sea and the 800 islands, and the six cities – Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Inverness, and Stirling. The country is special and Scottish people are special too: often warm and friendly.

There are about five million people in Scotland. Most Scots live in the south, in or near the big cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. Most of the north of the country is very empty; not many people live there.

A Scottish person is also called a Scot, but you cannot talk about a Scotch person: Scotch means whisky, a drink made in Scotland. Scottish people are British, because Scotland is part of Great Britain, but you must not call Scottish people English! The Scots and the English are different.

Scotland is not a very hot country. In the summer the days are long and it can be warm. But in the winter the days can be just seven hours long, and it often rains. The grass is always green. 

Edinburgh, the capital city, is an old city with many important and interesting buildings, and about  500, 000 people live there. After London, Edinburgh is the second city for visitors in Britain. When people come to Edinburgh by train, they arrive at Waverly Station. In front of the station they see Edinburgh Castle, high up on a hill. From the castle, they can see all over the city. They can also see the famous One O´Clock Gun – and at 1 o´clock, from Monday to Saturday, they can hear it too. 

Edinburgh is built on hills, but you can walk around the city easily. From the castle, you can go down the Royal Mile to Holyroodhouse. This building, three hundred years old, is the home of Queen Elizabeth the Second when she comes to Edinburgh. This part of the city is called the old Town.

Then you can take a walk along Princes Street (be careful, it is Princes, not Princess) in the New Town. This part is more than 150 years old. There are many shops and department stores  in this street. 

Edinburgh has many wonderful things to offer – beautiful buildings, very good museums, nice parks, lovely walks around the city. In August, thousands of people come to enjoy the famous Edinburgh Festival. Singing, dancing, cinema, books, pictures, theatre – you can see and do hundreds of different things at the festival. At the same time, every evening for three weeks, you can go to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo at the castle – there you can see soldiers and hear music from Scotland. And on 31 December everybody wants to be in the city centre for the famous street party – but there are only 100,000 tickets, and they go very quickly! 
