WALES 1 - Handout
Have you ever heard about horrible histories? They are funny books written by Terry Deary and illustrated by Martin Brown. There are more than 60 published since 1993. You may have read some of these also in Czech (Neskuteční Inkové, Zuřiví Aztékové, Úžasní Řekové, Drsná doba kamenná, Darební Vikingové, Zpropadené Skotsko, Divocí Anglosasové, etc.). 

Terry Deary was born at a very early age, so long ago he can’t remember. But his mother, who was there at the time, says he was born in Sunderland, north-east England, in 1946 so it’s not true that he writes all Horrible Histories from memory. At school he was a horrible child only interested in playing football and giving teachers a hard time. His history lessons were so boring and so badly taught that he learned to hate the subject. Horrible Histories is his revenge.

Martin Brown was born in Melbourne, on the proper side of the world. Ever since he can remember he’s been drawing. His dad used to bring back huge sheets of paper from work and Martin would fill them with doodles and little figures. Then he grew up and moved to the UK and found work doing what he’s always wanted to do: drawing doodles and little figures.

Terry Deary criticises schools for failing to teach children to debate and have an opinion.
He says this about his books: “ If a little old lady falls over, that's not funny. If a pompous priest, a policeman, some authority figure, falls flat on their face, that's funny. Look, these aren't history books. They are stories about people, in dramatic situations, in the past. With jokes."
"I don't want to write history," he says, firmly. "I'm not a historian, and I wouldn't want to be. I want to change the world. Attack the elite. Overturn the hierarchy. Look at my stories and you'll notice that the villains are always, always, those in power. The heroes are the little people. I hate the establishment. Always have, always will."   (…)
"They don't educate, they just keep kids off the streets. But my books educate, because they prepare kids for life…"
So his books are books that help you learn stuff, but make you laugh at the same time.
_____________________

Imagine living in a country where the trees drip with human blood. A country where dragons are out to roast you for dinner. And where lords invite you to dinner so that they can massacre you. A country invaded by Viking sea-raiders from the west. They smash down churches or set fire to them if you try to hide inside. And then Norman knights from the east arrive and build castles and churches (and kill a few peasants who get in their way). It is a country where gangs of murdering robbers attack you as you walk through their forests. Where is this horrible place? Transylvania in the kingdom of Dracula? No. Germany in the fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm? No. Here are some clues to help you.
Teacher: It is a western part of Britain.       Pupil: Canada?? 

Teacher: This country has a leek as its national plant.      Pupil: Hungary??
Teacher: The name of the country sounds like a big mammal that lives in the oceans.      Pupil: Dolphin?

No, the horrible country is … Wales. 

The good news is that the trees no longer drip with blood and the dragons have disappeared… probably killed off by knights in fireproof knickers. The Vikings have stopped raiding, there are no robbers in the forests. All those things happened in Wales´s horrible history. If you want to know more, read the materials Wales 2 and Wales 3, or the whole book by Terry Deary. 

Task 1 – before reading. Work with a partner or in a group. Try to put down as many words connected to Wales as possible. 

Task 2 – read the information about the book series and the author (the first part of the text). Terry Deary makes the text funny by exaggerating. Which parts of the text are funny because of exaggeration? Underline these parts.
Task 3 – look again at Terry´s ideas on jokes and education. What is his philosophy? Who keeps children off the streets? What do you think about this idea?

Task 4 -  read the second part of the text. What makes it funny? 

Task 5 – think about a similar introduction to a book about the history of the Czech Republic.  Try to write about 6 sentences – in a funny way. 

www.horrible-histories.co.uk 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horrible_Histories_(book_series)

http://www.terry-deary.com/
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/education/orrible-ofsted-puts-children-off-enjoying-stories-claims-author-terry-deary-7630397.html

http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2012/jul/14/terry-deary-horrible-histories?newsfeed=true 
