WALES 2 – HISTORY (HORRIBLE) - Handout
Early Times

The Welsh are the descendants of the ancient Britons. These Celtic tribes ruled most of Britain till the Romans came. Wales hasn´t always been horrible. It was quite pleasant in 1306 and again in 1972. But here are some of the horrible facts… 
230 000 BC Neanderthal creatures wander the hills of Wales. They look like humans but act like apes (now we call them football fans).
AD 43 Roman Emperor Claudius orders an invasion of Britain. The Romans drive the Britons out of England. The only place the Britons can go is west – to Wales. Among them is Caratacus who was from the Catuvellauni tribe.

AD 48 Caratacus becomes one of the first Welsh heroes. He attacks Roman supplies, and robs and murders tribes who wish to make friends with the Romans.

AD 75 The Romans rule Wales.

AD 313 Christianity has started to take over as top religion in Wales. The ancient Welsh priests, the “Druids”, are on the way out …. along with their human sacrifices.

AD 410 The Romans leave. Saxon invaders attack. The Welsh in the south are battered. The ones in the mountains are bothered. 
AD 496 King Arthur is defeated at Mount Badon. Did Arthur really rule or is he just a story? Who knows. This is also the time of the saints. Welsh saints set up sites in Wales to teach Christianity. 

AD 589 Bishop David dies. He will live on as Saint David…. the patron saint of Wales.

AD 606 The Welsh Christians argue with the Pope. St Augustine is sent from Rome to sort them out. St Gus says: “Saxon King Ethelfrith massacres thousands of Welsh at Chester. He kills 1 200 Welsh monks too – just for fun.”

AD 784 Offa of Mercia is a powerful Saxon king. He builds Offa´s Dyke, marking Wales ´s eastern border. The Dyke is just a long mound of earth. But Welsh who cross it risk their lives.

AD 850 First report of a Viking attack on Wales. They kill King Cyngen. The Welsh need a hero to unite them. And they find one in the great Rhodri Mawr.

AD 878 Rhodri Mawr dies fighting the English. He was the first Welsh ruler to unite the Welsh tribes under one rule. During his time, the Vikings increase their raids. 
AD 927 Welsh kings give in and allow the English to be their king of kings.

AD 1039 The last of the Welsh High Kings, Gruffydd ap Llywelyn, takes the throne. By 1057 he battled and murdered his way to all the thrones of Wales.

AD 1063 Gruffydd is beaten by Harold of England, then murdered… probably by his own men.

Task 1 – before reading. Look very quickly at the dates mentioned in the text. What can you remember about the Czech history of the same period? Tell your partner. Were the events in our country also “horrible”? 
Task 2 – read the text and try to find the parts where the author exaggerates or uses fun. Sometimes the author plays with English. Do you know where? 
Task 3 – read the text again and try to summarise 1000 years of the Welsh history in 5 sentences.  
