WALES 3  – MIDDLE AGES TIMELINE
1066 William the Conqueror´s Normans arrive in England and head for Wales. Of course some Welsh leaders keep their jobs. People like Rhys ap Tewdwr. He makes a deal with William the Conqueror.

1088 But not all the Welsh like the Normans. Rebels throw Rhys out in 1088. He goes to Ireland and gets the vicious Vikings to fight for him. He promises the Vikings that their payment will be all the Welsh men and women they can capture as slaves!

1205 Llywelyn the Great marries Joan. Her dad is King John of England so Llywelyn is top man in Wales.

1267 Henry III of England makes Llywelyn ap Gryffudd the “Prince of Wales” . (He´s Llywelyn the Great´s grandson).  Henry only does this to stop Llywelyn attacking England.
1274 Edward I becomes king and starts turning England into Britain. He ignores Henry III´s peace, hates Llywelyn and batters the Welsh. He even ordered Llywelyn´s bride Eleanor to be kidnapped on the way to the wedding.  (Finally Llywelyn and Eleanor got together)

1282 Llywelyn dies. England rules Wales and Edward builds massive castles to make sure it stays that way. Llywelyn is remembered as “Llywelyn the Last Leader”.
1301 Edward I made his own son “Prince of Wales” to stop any Welsh lord ever ruling in Wales again.

1400 Prophets in Wales say that the world is coming to an end in the year 1400. Peasants want to make the most of the time they have left – so they drink a lot and fight a lot. Wales is left in a right mess. 

1469 English lords fight each other in the Wars of the Roses – the Lancaster family against the York family. The Welsh fight (and die) for whoever pays them most. 

1485 The Battle of Bosworth – last big battle of the Wars of the Roses. King Richard III loses to Henry Tudor fighting under the Welsh dragon flag. It´s a Welsh family, the Tudors, who will take over England and Wales for the next hundred years or so. Terrible Tudors. Sadly the family does nothing to help Wales.

1536 Henry VIII makes Wales part of England with the “Act of Union”. The main language in Wales is now English. Thanks for nothing, Horrible Henry. He also closes all the monasteries.

1593 Henry´s daughter Elizabeth I is on the throne. 

WALES 3  – MAD MODERN TIMELINE   
1620 British ironmaking starts in Bersham in Clwyd (Flintshire) and the making of iron ore with coke. The beginning of coal mines and steelworks in Wales.
1679 Catholic priests hanged at Cardiff Castle. 

1735 Howell Harris is in church one day, when he thinks Jesus has saved him. He starts telling other people and soon his new church – the Methodist Church – becomes the biggest in Wales. Bad news – Methodists start up travelling schools for kids (to teach them the Bible). 

1761 John “Iron-Mad” Wilkinson sets up a factory at Bersham. He is mad about making iron…. Not mad about doing the ironing.

1804 “Captain Dick´s Puffer” starts running! It is the first steam railway locomotive, invented by Richard Trevithick. It runs in Wales. Later Welsh-American Oliver Evans invents the first steam-driven car. 

1822 Now the Welsh are revolting. Miners form themselves into gangs called “The Scotch Cattle”. Their aim is to stop strangers coming to Wales and taking their jobs. Mainly the Irish who were starving in Ireland.

1831 Riots. The army shoots 24 workers dead. But 16 soldiers are also wounded. The riot leaders are hanged or transported to Australia.

1839 Now the farm workers are revolting because they have to pay “tolls” to use the main roads. Men put on dresses and hats to look like women and they rob the toll gates. It is called the Rebecca Riots. 
1841 A railway carries the coal from the Welsh valleys to docks at Cardiff. Welsh coal is sent off in ships. So Cardiff grows and grows into a big and brutal town.

1847 The English Church reports on why the Welsh make so much trouble. The report says: “The Welsh are ignorant and lazy. The problem is that they speak Welsh and they go to their own Welsh churches.” The Welsh are angry.

1853 The valleys of South Wales are damaged because of coal. A visitor says: “The valley is a picture of hell. The people are poor creatures boiling in sweat and dirt, in the middle of furnaces, pits, and rolling mills.”
1865 Some Welsh escape to Patagonia in South America. They do well. There are still Welsh tea-houses there serving visitors today.

1881 Welsh Rugby Union formed and South Wales has a new religion – rugby. The old Methodist church gets Welsh Sunday Closing Act passed – no alcohol on a Sunday!
1900 At Penrhyn the miners go on strike but the owner shuts the mine for three years till their hunger forces them to return to work. New century, the same old story for the poor Welsh.
