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Task 1 – work in pairs – ask your partner questions to find the information that is missing in your text: 
Text A answers are in yellow, text B answers are in blue. 
In November, near the end of the year, it is time to remember. On 11 November 1918, the 1st  World War came to an end, and now 11 November has become Remembrance Day (in the USA called Veteran´s Day). The nearest Sunday to 11 November is Remembrance Sunday. In towns and cities soldiers young and old walk together in parades to remember the soldiers who died in all different wars. There are church services and special music, and at the war memorials, which have the names of dead soldiers on them, people put flowers. In London, the Queen and the Prime Minister put flowers on the big war memorial called the Cenotaph. In Washington D.C. the President lays a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. 

In Australia and New Zealand the important day is ANZAC Day, on 25 April. On this day in 1915 a big group of soldiers from these two countries, called the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps, arrived in Gallipoli in Turkey. About 11,000 of them died there. Ceremonial services are carried out on ANZAC Day to remember the young ANZAC soldiers at Gallipoli, and other soldiers who have died in wars.

Another special day in November is Thanksgiving Day in the North American context. It is the 4th Thursday in November in the USA and 2nd Monday in October in Canada. This day is historically connected with the process of settling in the New World in the 17th century.  In September 1620, a group of English people called Pilgrim Fathers sailed from Plymouth, England across the Atlantic Ocean, in a ship called the Mayflower, to Cape Cod in North America. They went away from England because they did not agree with the religion in England. They wanted to make a new life in a new country. The first winter in their new home was difficult. Many of the Pilgrim Fathers died because it was very cold and they had little food. In the spring they started to grow food, with the help of some friendly Indian tribes, and in the autumn of 1621 they celebrated their first harvest. They gave thanks, not only for the harvest, but for their new home, new life and new friends. 

Most American and Canadian families still have a Thanksgiving Day dinner together. It is a great family occasion. People have turkey and autumn vegetables, and then pumpkin pie. Canadians celebrate this day earlier because the winter is longer there and the harvest is earlier. 

Adapted from: Maguire, M.: Seasons and Celebrations. OUP 2008.

Figures from: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Graves_at_Arlington_on_Memorial_Day.JPG; Remember, 26 May 2008
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RoastTurkey.jpg; M. Rehemtulla, 2010
Task 2 – answer the following questions according to the text:

1. What does ANZAC stand for? the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps
2. When is ANZAC Day celebrated? on 25 April
3. Give dates/days of the: Remembrance/Veteran´s Day; US Thanksgiving Day; Canadian Thanksgiving Day:  November 11; 4th Thursday in November; 2nd Monday in October
4. Who were Pilgrim Fathers? E.g.,  English people who did not agree with the religion in England. 
5. What does a traditional Thanksgiving Day dinner consist of? People have turkey, autumn vegetables and pumpkin pie. 
Task 3 – choose one of the special days described in the text above and write your own characteristics of the day – do not copy the text!! Then read your text to your partner.

Any description of any of the chosen special days mentioned above (must not be copied literally from the text). For assessment fluency should be above accuracy.

