Royal London

Two thousand years ago, London was a small village by the River Thames. Then the Romans came and built a town, and thousands of people lived there. Now, in the 21st century, London is the biggest city in Britain with more than 7,000,000 people. It is the capital city of the United Kingdom, the home of Queen Elizabeth II, and the home of the British government. Millions of visitors come to London every year.
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Visitors like to see the royal buildings. Buckingham Palace stands at the end of the Mall. The Mall is a long road, and it begins at Trafalgar Square. Buckingham Palace is the Queen´s home and her ´office´. Heads of governments and royal visitors from around the world meet the Queen here. At 11.30 most mornings, the soldiers change the guard at Buckingham Palace. It takes about thirty minutes and it is a famous tourist attraction. 
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Half an hour by train from the centre of London is Windsor Castle. You can visit the castle at any time of the year. It was built in the 11th century after the Norman invasion by William the Conqueror. It was originally designed to protect Normans but through centuries it was rebuilt many times.
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Hampton Court stands next to the River Thames in a big park. This royal palace first opened to visitors at the time of Queen Victoria. You can get there either by train from Waterloo Station, or in summer walking along the river from Westminster Pier. The Royal Family has not been living here since the 18th century. It has been open to public and belongs to major London tourist attractions. 
Other places connected with the British Royal Family in London are, e.g. Kensington Palace, Clarence House – nowadays an official London residence of The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall – or St. James´s Palace.
On the second Saturday in June, London celebrates the Queen´s birthday with a big parade. It is not her real birthday – that is in April – but the weather is usually better in June for the parades and the visitors, too.
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Task 1 – Read the text and answer the questions below:

1. Who built London? 

2. How many inhabitants live in London today? 
3. Who is the monarch of Great Britain? 
4. What is the name of the seat of the Queen´s office in London? 

5. What is Buckingham Palace famous for? 

6. Give names of other royal palaces and place in London and near it. 

7. When is Queen´s birthday celebrated? 

8. When is the Queen´s real birthday? 

Task 2 – Use the words below, make questions and ask your partner:

1. the Mall  
2. 11.30 most mornings 

3. Windsor Castle 

4. 11th century  

5. residence of The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall 
6. Queen´s birthday 
Task 3 – from what you know about the British Royal Family try to fill in the names of  some of its members – ask your teacher for help if necessary. Use the names given – you will not need all of them.

Harry – Philip – Charles – Elizabeth – Kate – William 
Her Majesty/Her Royal Highness Queen – 

Her husband, Duke of Edinburgh - 

The Prince of Wales - 
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge –

________________+______________

                                               HRH Queen            Duke of Edinburgh


                                            Prince Andrew             Prince Edward                  Princess Anne

______________        _______________        ________________        _______________

   The Prince of Wales     The Duke of York        The Earl of Wessex        The Princess Royal


                             Prince 
                             Harry

__________     __________

The Duke of      Prince Harry

Cambridge         of Wales






