DRACULA –  Handout

Dracula is a Gothic horror novel written by Irish author Bram Stoker in 1897

Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula is famous for introducing the character of the vampire Count Dracula. It tells the story of Dracula's attempt to move from Transylvania to England, and the battle between Dracula and a small group of men and women led by Professor Abraham Van Helsing.

Abraham "Bram" Stoker (8 November 1847 – 20 April 1912) was an Irish novelist and short story writer. He also worked as a personal assistant of actor Henry Irving and business manager of the Lyceum Theatre in London, which Irving owned.

Task 1 – read the text and complete it with the opposites of the adjectives in the brackets.

As the carriage moved quickly along the rough, (wet) __________________ road, Jonathan Harker looked out of the changing view. Behind him was a land of (big) ___________________ , green hills and colourful fields of fruit trees. Now he was driving into the Transylvanian mountains through a thick forest. It was getting (light) ___________________ , and the other people in the carriage were (noisy) ___________________ and afraid. A woman opposite him reached towards him and put something in his hand. It was a small, silver cross. “Wear it around your neck,” she said. “You´ll be safe.”

Suddenly the driver stopped the carriage. “You get out here,” he called to Jonathan.

Nervously, Jonathan got out. He watched as the carriage drove away. Then another (small) _____________________ black carriage came out of the trees. The driver helped Jonathan in and drove up into the forest. Jonathan looked out into the night. He saw dark shapes with bright red eyes following the carriage through the trees. They were wolves.

The hours passed and it began to snow. Suddenly Jonathan looked up through the trees. There was a large, black castle on top of a mountain.

“Castle Dracula, at last,” he thought.

Soon he was standing in front of a big, wooden door. The carriage drove away. Jonathan stood in the cold and waited, listening nervously to the wolves outside the castle walls. Then he heard a noise from the other side of the door. It opened. A (short) ____________________  man dressed in black stood there.

“My house is your house,” he smiled. “Come freely and go safely. Leave here a little of happiness that you bring.”

“Count Dracula?” asked Jonathan.

“I am Dracula. I am glad, Mr Harker, to have you in my house. I will carry your bags – it is late, and my servants are asleep.”

Jonathan followed him up the stairs into a (light) ____________________ , well-lit dining room. The room was warmed by a big wood fire. A (cold) ____________________ meal was waiting for him on the table.

“Forgive me if I do not eat with you,” the count said, as Jonathan sat down. “I have already eaten.”

After dinner Jonathan sat opposite the count by the fire.

“Your boss at the law company, Mr Hawkins, says many (bad) ___________________ things about you, “ the count said. “I am very pleased that you are here as my guest. I am not often able to practise my English.”

The count talked about his plans to move to England. Jonathan studied his face. It was an (ordinary) ____________________ face: very (tanned) ___________________ and mysterious with a (short) ____________________ , well-shaped nose, (warm) ___________________ , red eyes and a (full) ___________________ mouth filled with pointed, white teeth. Looking down Jonathan noticed his long, (blunt) __________________ fingernails. There was hair on both sides of his hands.

Silence fell at last, but Jonathan could still hear the frightening sound of wolves outside the castle. The count moved his face towards Jonathan´s.

“My children are excited tonight,” he smiled. “We have so few visitors.”

Jonathan smiled politely, but he felt sick at the smell of Dracula´s breath. “The smell of death,” he thought.

“Come,” Dracula said, standing up. “It is getting (dark)__________________. You are tired after your (short) __________________ journey, and I have talked too much. Forgive me. I will show you to your room.” 

Task 2 – find the description of Dracula´s  physical appearance in the text and label the picture. Can you find any differences between the description and the picture? 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Task 3 – work in pairs. Discuss what you know about vampires. Have you seen any films or read any other stories about vampires? Do you believe in vampires? Do you think that there are any animals similar to vampires?
Task 4 – imagine that you are still on the journey. Write a text message to your friend about how you are feeling and what you can see. 

            As the carriage moved quickly along the rough, dry road, Jonathan Harker looked out of the changing view. Behind him was a land of small, green hills and colourful fields of fruit trees. Now he was driving into the Transylvanian mountains through a thick forest. It was getting dark, and the other people in the carriage were quiet and afraid. A woman opposite him reached towards him and put something in his hand. It was a small, silver cross. “Wear it around your neck,” she said. “You´ll be safe.”

Suddenly the driver stopped the carriage. “You get out here,” he called to Jonathan.

Nervously, Jonathan got out. He watched as the carriage drove away. Then another big black carriage came out of the trees. The driver helped Jonathan in and drove up into the forest. Jonathan looked out into the night. He saw dark shapes with bright red eyes following the carriage through the trees. They were wolves.

The hours passed and it began to snow. Suddenly Jonathan looked up through the trees. There was a large, black castle on top of a mountain.

“Castle Dracula, at last,” he thought.

Soon he was standing in front of a big, wooden door. The carriage drove away. Jonathan stood in the cold and waited, listening nervously to the wolves outside the castle walls. Then he heard a noise from the other side of the door. It opened. A tall man dressed in black stood there.

“My house is your house,” he smiled. “Come freely and go safely. Leave here a little of happiness that you bring.”

“Count Dracula?” asked Jonathan.

“I am Dracula. I am glad, Mr Harker, to have you in my house. I will carry your bags – it is late, and my servants are asleep.”

Jonathan followed him up the stairs into a large, well-lit dining room. The room was warmed by a big wood fire. A hot meal was waiting for him on the table.

“Forgive me if I do not eat with you,” the count said, as Jonathan sat down. “I have already eaten.”

After dinner Jonathan sat opposite the count by the fire.

“Your boss at the law company, Mr Hawkins, says many good things about you, “ the count said. “I am very pleased that you are here as my guest. I am not often able to practise my English.”

The count talked about his plans to move to England. Jonathan studied his face. It was an unusual face: very pale and mysterious with a long well-shaped nose, cold, red eyes and a thin mouth filled with pointed, white teeth. Looking down Jonathan noticed his long, sharp fingernails. There was hair on both sides of his hands.

Silence fell at last, but Jonathan could still hear the frightening sound of wolves outside the castle. The count moved his face towards Jonathan´s.

“My children are excited tonight,” he smiled. “We have so few visitors.”

Jonathan smiled politely, but he felt sick at the smell of Dracula´s breath. “The smell of death,” he thought.

“Come,” Dracula said, standing up. “It is getting light. You are tired after your long journey, and I have talked too much. Forgive me. I will show you to your room.” 

