THE PRINCESS DIARIES1 - Handout
This is a story about Mia, an ordinary girl from New York who learns that her father is not an ordinary man, but a real prince – which means that she is a real princess. Her grandmother, a lady, comes to New York to give Mia Princess classes. The story is about how Mia changes and how their friends and schoolmates react when they learn the news about Mia. These are the main characters of the story:
My name is Mia Thermopolis. I am fourteen years old and I live in New York City. I live in an apartment in Greenwich Village, on the west side of the city. I live with my mom, Helen, and my cat, Fat Louie. My mom is an artist. She paints pictures. 

I am a freshman – a student at Albert Einstein High School. My best friend is Lilly Moscovitz. Lilly isn´t pretty but she is very smart. She is interested in politics and ecology. She writes reports about people in New York and their problems. Then she makes films of her reports. Lilly´s mom and dad are doctors – they are both psychoanalysts. Lilly has an older brother named Michael. 
My parents never got married. They stopped loving each other before I was born. Their relationship ended, but they are still friends. My dad doesn´t live in New York. He lives in a small country called Genovia. He is an important person in the government of Genovia. I visit my dad and my grandmother every Christmas and summer. 

I´m not very popular at school, I don´t have lots of friends. And I don´t have a boyfriend. No boy has ever asked me out on a date because I look strange. I look like a monster. I´m the tallest girl in my grade. I have huge feet and very curly, light brown hair. I´m also very thin. 

I want to look like Lana. She is in my grade and she is beautiful. She has long blond hair and big gray eyes. Lana is going out with Josh Richter. She is dating the best-looking boy in the school.

Josh is really gorgeous! He has blond hair and blue eyes. He is six feet tall and very good at sports. He is a senior student – in the final grade of high school. 
Michael isn´t as good-looking as Josh, but he makes me laugh. Once (when I was staying at Lilly´s place), I saw Michael coming out of his bedroom. He wasn´t wearing a shirt, and he looked really good.  He is clever and funny. He is always making jokes. 

Task 1 – try to read quickly the text about Mia and her friends.  After that connect the following expressions with the right name:
shirt     Christmas     clever        doctor       pictures      blond hair     smart       blue eyes       cat

               Mia                  Lilly                   Michael                       Josh                     Lana

Check your work with a partner and make sentences about the characters. Read the text again if necessary.
Task 2 – Mia has to visit her grandmother regularly in the hotel (where the granny is staying in New York) and learn some new important things because she is a real princess and she will become leader of Genovia. She should try to think about qualities that are important for such a leader and about what she admires in other people. Make a pair or a group and together create two lists. One list should include 10 names of women you admire, the other list should include 10 names of men you admire. Tell the other pair or group which people are in your lists and why. 
Task 3 – read the final part of the text. Mia describes her experience with Josh and with Michael. Compare these two boys. 

From Mia´s Diary (Saturday, October 18th)             (they are in a restaurant)                                                                    We talked for a few minutes, but then a strange thing happened. Josh and I didn´t have anything more to say to each other. We didn´t talk for the rest of the ride to the restaurant. I don´t have this problem with Michael Moscowitz. Michael and I never stop talking…. Josh ordered bottles of champagne. Then, without asking me, he ordered steaks too. But I´m a vegetarian and I don´t eat meat. I haven´t eaten my steak and Josh hasn´t noticed. He is talking and laughing with his friends.  He hasn´t spoken to me since we got to the restaurant. He has ordered more and more champagne….     (later they hurry to school to the ball)    …
When the reporters saw me, they shouted, “It´s her! It´s Princess Mia!” They started taking pictures and shouting questions. I held Josh´s hand tightly. The reporters shouted: ”Kiss her! Kiss her!” Suddenly Josh turned towards me and kissed me on the lips. I didn´t feel happy and romantic. I felt embarrassed. Josh turned to the reporters and he waved his hand and smiled. I couldn´t think clearly. Josh kissed me and all the reporters took a picture of it. Then – I realized the truth. Josh wanted to date a princess. He broke up with Lana. Then he invited me to the ball. He told the reporters about the ball. He wanted to get his picture in the newspapers with me.  I turned and looked at Josh. “Why did you kiss me in front of everyone?” I asked angrily. “You didn´t kiss me because you like me,” I said. “You kissed me because I´m the Princess of Genovia.”  “Of course I like you,” said Josh.  “No,” I said. “You don´t care about me. You don´t know me. You don´t know my feelings or thoughts. You haven´t asked what I like. You ordered a steak for my dinner, but you didn´t ask me first.” “Mia is a vegetarian, you idiot,” said Lilly.  “Oh, sorry,” said Josh. But he didn´t sound very sorry. “Are you ready to dance?”  I didn´t reply. I didn´t want to dance with Josh. I turned and walked away into the girls´ room. 
From Mia´s Diary (Sunday, October 19th)                                                                                              There weren´t any pictures of Josh kissing me in the newspapers today. There was more important news about an earthquake, and hurt, dead and missing people. All the news reports were about the rescue teams and help.  I had a wonderful time with Michael at the dance yesterday. We talked a lot, and we danced together. It was wonderful standing close to Michael and holding him. 
