THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 – Handout

This is a story about Mia, an ordinary girl from New York who learns that her father is not an ordinary man, but a real prince – which means that she is a real princess. Her grandmother, a lady, comes to New York to give Mia Princess classes. The story is about how Mia changes and how their friends and schoolmates react when they learn the news about Mia.
Task 1 – read the following extract and discuss with your partner how serious Mia´s problems are.  

From Mia´s Diary
Monday, October 19, Homeroom 

I am really trying to take this news calmly. You know? Because there isn´t any point in getting upset about it.

But how can I NOT be upset? My mother is about to become a single parent. AGAIN.

As if I don´t have enough problems. As if my life isn´t over already. I just don´t see how much more I can be expected to take. I mean, apparently, it is not enough that:

1. I am the tallest girl in our class.

2. Last month, I found out that my mother was dating my Algebra teacher.

3. Also last month, I found out that I am the sole heir to the throne of a small European country – Genovia.

4. I have to take princess lessons to learn to behave properly.

5. In December, I am supposed to be introduced to my new countrymen and women on national television in Genovia (population 30 000, but still).

6. I don´t have a boyfriend.

Oh, no. You see, all of that isn´t enough of a problem, apparently. Now my mother has told me she is pregnant. Not married. AGAIN.
Thanks, Mom. Thanks a whole lot.

………….
Task 2 – read the next extract. Although Mia does not believe in herself (the final part of the extract), she is very curious to learn who the author of the letter is. Are there any ways she can find out which schoolmate is this secret admirer? Tell your partner. 
Thursday, October 22

Oh my God. Something so exciting has just happened, I can hardly write.

This morning as I was lying in my sick bed, my mom handed me a letter that had come in the mail yesterday, only she forgot to give it to me.

So you can imagine my surprise when I opened the letter and – I can only call it a love letter:
Dear Mia    (the letter went)
I know you will think it´s strange, receiving a letter like this. I feel strange writing it. And yet I am too shy to tell you face-to-face what I´m about to tell you now: that I think you are the Josiest girl I´ve ever met.

I just want to make sure you know that there´s one person, anyway, who liked you long before he found out you were a princess … And will keep liking you, no matter what.
                                                    Sincerely, A Friend

Oh my God! I can´t believe it. I´ve never got a letter like this before. Who could it be from? I seriously can´t figure it out. The letter is typed, like the address on the envelope. Not by a typewriter, either, but obviously on a computer. You can´t compare the type on laser printers, it´s always the same.

But who could it be from? Who sent me such a thing? Why Josiest girl? I think the author is referring to Josie, the lead singer of Josie and the Pussycats, that cartoon that was made into a movie about a girl band. Of course, I know who I want to be the author. But the chances of a guy like Michael Moscovitz, my best friend´s brother, ever actually liking me as more than just a friend are zero. If he liked me, he has had many opportunities to tell me so. We see each other practically every day. And he has never said a word.
And why would he? I mean, I am a complete freak. What with my feet that are as long as a normal person´s thigh, my gigantism, my inability ever to shape my hair into something resembling a style. I remember from Biology lessons that when an organism shows a marked change from normal type, it is typically a result of mutation. That is me. That is so totally me. I mean, if you looked at me, and then you looked at my parents, who are both very attractive people, you would ask, What happened? Seriously. I should go and live with the X-men, I am such a mutant. 
Task 3 – read the next part. There is a set of rules the princess´s husband will have to follow (or a prince´s wife). Tell your partner which one will be the most difficult one for you to fulfil and why. Which one will be the easiest and why? 

Expectations of Any Royal Consort of the Princess of Genovia
· The consort will ask the princess´s permission before he leaves a room.

· The consort will wait for the princess to finish speaking before speaking himself.

· The consort will wait for the princess to lift her fork before lifting his own at mealtimes.

· The consort will not sit until the princess has been seated.
· The consort will rise the moment the princess rises.

· The consort will not engage in any sort of risk-taking behaviour – such as racing, either car or boat, mountain-climbing, sky-diving, et cetera – until such time as an heir has been born.

· The consort will give up his right, in the event of annulment or divorce, to custody of any children born during the marriage. 

· The consort will give up the citizenship of his native country in favour of citizenship of Genovia.

Task 4 – which princess lessons do you think Mia is taking? Which skills are important for somebody who will become a king or a queen of a country? What if somebody is planning to become a prime minister or a president? Are or should skills and abilities of such people be the same or different from the royalty?
