THE SIGN OF FOUR 1 - Handout

The Sign of  Four by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Sherlock Holmes is a fictional detective created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. He is famous for his ability to adopt different types of disguise, his smart logical reasoning and his forensic science skills.

This character first appeared in publication in 1887 and was featured in four novels and 56 short stories. Almost all his stories are narrated by Holmes's friend and biographer, Dr. John H. Watson. 

The plot of The Sign of Four involves service in East India Company, a stolen treasure, and a secret pact among four convicts and two corrupt prison guards. It also introduces Doctor Watson's future wife, Mary Morstan.

Task 1 – read the text and underline the correct words in the brackets.

Miss Morstan’s Story

Holmes rubbed his (hands / ears / legs) together excitedly. His eyes shone and he leant forward in his chair.

“Tell us your (sentences / story / family),” he said.

Miss Morstan began her story and we listened.

“My father,” she began, ”was a captain in the army. When I was very (old / happy / young), he was sent to India. My mother was dead and I had no other relatives in England. So, while my father was away, I was sent to (home / garden / school).”

“When I was seventeen, I received a (story / letter / advertisement) from my father. He said that he was leaving India and coming (forward / again / back) to England. He gave me the address of a hotel in London. He asked me to (meet / watch / pass) him there.”

“I was very happy and (miserable / excited / upset) about seeing my dear father again. I went to London and arrived at the hotel. I asked for Captain Morstan, my father. But I was told by the hotel (manager / engineer / butcher) that my father was not there. He had gone out the night before and not returned.”

“I waited all day and all night, but my father didn’t come back to the hotel. Finally, I went to the (police / shop / post office). They advertised for Captain Morstan in all the newspapers, but without success. I never saw my dear father again.”

Miss Morstan began to cry.

Holmes opened his notebook. “What was the date that your father disappeared?” he (laughed / answered / asked).

“It was 3rd December 1878 – nearly ten years ago.”

“What happened to his (shirt / luggage / house)?”

“It was still at the hotel,” replied Miss Morstan. “The cases contained some books and clothes, and some paintings and ornaments from the Andaman Islands.”

“The Andaman Islands. What are they?” I asked.

“A small (school / group / band) of islands near the coast of India,” said Miss Morstan. “There is a prison on one of the islands. My father was one of the officers in charge of the prisoners. He worked there for many years.”

“Did your father have any (sisters / flats / friends) in London?” asked Holmes.

“Only one – Major Sholto. He was also in charge of the prisoners in the Andaman Islands. The Major had retired from the army some time (ago / before / behind) my father disappeared. He was living in London and, of course, I went to see him. But he didn’t know that my father had arrived in England.”

“Your story is very (boring / interesting / funny),” said Holmes, rubbing his hands together once more. “Please, go on.”

“Four years after my father disappeared,” continued Miss Morstan, “I saw an advertisement  in the newspaper. The date was 4th May 1882. To my surprise, the advertisement asked for the address of Miss Mary Morstan. It said that if I advertised my address, I would receive some very good (news / money / sweets).”

“What did you do?” asked Holmes.

“I advertised my address in the same newspaper. The next day, I received a small cardboard box. (Outside / Under / Inside) the box was a lovely pearl. And I have received another five pearls since that day. They arrive every year on the same day. Look.”

She opened a flat box and showed us six beautiful pearls.

“There was no letter (with / from / in) the pearls?” asked Holmes.

“Nothing at all,” replied Miss Morstan. Then she (stopped / continued / told). “But the strangest thing of all happened this morning. That is why I came to see you. This morning, I received a letter. Please read it.”

“Thank you,” said Holmes. He (looked / missed / took) the letter and studied it carefully. Then he handed it to me.

Task 2 – read the letter and put the sentences in the correct order. Write the numbers in the boxes.












      London










       17th November 1887

⎕ deceived, but you will learn the truth tonight.

⎕ left. If you are afraid, bring two friends. Do not bring the police. You have been 

⎕ Dear Miss Morstan,

⎕ Your Unknown Friend

⎕ Go to the Lyceum Theatre tonight at seven o’clock. Stand outside the entrance, on the 
Task 3 – in pairs discuss the origin of the pearls, and also what may be the reason for sending the letter. 
