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Littera
Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

Caring For Our Planet 3
Keeping Our Planet Clean
Every day we throw away waste from our homes, schools, offices, and factories. This waste is collected in trucks, then some is recycled, and some is burned or put underground. What do you do with your waste?

Too Much Waste
People throw away too much waste. In some countries, there is not enough space to put any more waste underground. Some things that we throw away, like plastic bags, refrigerators, and cars, will stay underground for hundreds of years.

Waste Makes Pollution
Sometimes, people throw waste into rivers, lakes, or the ocean. Human waste and waste from factories also pollute water. More than a billion people in the world do not have clean water to drink. Every day, people die from dirty drinking water.

Some people leave waste on streets, in the countryside, and on beaches. This pollutes our planet, and it´s dangerous for animals if they eat the waste.

Too Many Plastic Bags

We throw away more plastic bags than anything else! Plastic bags are a huge problem for our planet. It´s difficult to recycle them. You can use a plastic bag for only five minutes, but it can take 500 years to decompose. People throw away too many plastic bags and this pollutes our cities, countryside, and oceans. Many fish, birds, and other animals die if they eat a plastic bag, because then they can´t breathe or eat food.

If people have to pay for plastic bags, they will use them less. In 2002, when people in Ireland were asked to pay for plastic bags, the number of bags used reduced by 90% in one year! In many countries today, there are no free plastic bags.

Try to use plastic bags lots of times, or use a bag that is made of natural material instead.

What Can We Do?
When we throw things away we must do it carefully – never throw waste into streets, rivers, or the ocean.
We can throw away less waste, for example, we can reuse more things before we throw them away. We can throw away much less food and garden waste by using a compost bin. In a compost bin, worms and bacteria eat the waste and change it into good soil called compost. We can use compost to help plants to grow better.
Another way to reduce waste is to recycle things. Many people already recycle lots of things, like paper, cans, plastic and glass containers, and clothes. We can also recycle bigger things like parts of cars. The recycled materials can then be used again to make new things.

Hannam, Joyce: Caring for our Planet. OUP, 2010.

Pre-reading Task 1
You are going to read about the pollution that people cause to the Earth. What ways of polluting the world are you aware of? Think of at least three examples. Then tell the class what people can do about it.
Post-reading Task 2

We have learnt that it takes 500 years for a plastic bag to decompose. Do you know what the decomposition time of this garbage is? If you cannot guess the time, put the items in order from the one that is easiest to decompose.
1) Aluminium can 

2) Banana peel 

3) Cigarette 

4) Cotton 

5) Glass bottle 
6) Leather shoe 

7) Newspaper 

8) Orange peel 

9) Paper bag 

10) Paper towel 

Post-reading Task 3
One way of reducing the pollution is using the plastic bags more than once. Can you think of several things we can use plastic bags for?
Post-reading Task 4

Some people claim that the ban of plastic bags would harm the ecology even worse due to the increased use of trees to make paper bags. What do you think about it? Try to sum up the advantages and disadvantages of both approaches.
