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Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře

Konec formuláře

A Desert People
In the nineteenth century there were Bedouins from the Sahara to Persia. These people moved across the hot deserts with their tents and camels. But now most Bedouins live in houses in towns near the desert in countries like Syria, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. They often live traditional Bedouin life in their houses but they no longer move from place to place.

The Bedouins have a lot different tribes – these are like very big families but with no more people. The most important person in the tribe is the Sheikh – he is usually the oldest man from a famous family in the tribe. Bedouin men and women often have different lives.

The men usually go out to get money and food for the family. The women work in house or tent – they make dinner and help with animals like camels or goats.

In earlier times, the Bedouins moved across the desert in their tribes. They knew every oasis and small village for many kilometres. At night, they slept in huge black tents.

They got their food and money from life in desert.

For example, they had camels and goats and took these from place to place. They got meat and milk from these animals and hair from their coats too. They made the hair into tents.

Every tribe had their part of the desert. When other people wanted to go across this place, they gave money or food to the tribe. The Bedouins also helped people across the most difficult parts of the desert.

Bedouins are very famous for their food and drink. When a visitor arrives in the desert, the Bedouins always ask the person into their tent. Here, the visitor first gets some hot tea and later some traditional Bedouin food – for example, bread and meat. The Bedouins are also famous for their stories of desert life and they like to tell these to their visitors over dinner.

In the desert, traditionally Bedouins give a bed to their visitors too. When there are sudden winds, people need to stay away from open desert for a day or two. But visitors can only stay for three nights and no more! After that they need to move to the next place.

When Bedouins are ill, they eat the leaves of desert plants or they drink camel´s milk. This milk is good for many different parts of the body.

The twenty-first century is difficult for many desert people like the Bedouins. The world is changing fast and they need to change too, but they do not want to lose the traditional parts of their lives.

Hardy-Gould, Janet: Deserts. OUP, 2009.

Pre-reading Task 1
Would you like to live in a desert? Why? Discuss in the class.
Pre-reading Task 2

a) The article includes these words: Bedouin; Sheikh; tribes. Do you know what they mean?

b) What would you think is the connection between these things?
Bedouins – stories; camel´s milk – health; camels - coats
Post-reading Task 3
Find the subjects of these sentences:

a) ………………….moved across the hot deserts with their tents and camels.

b) …………………. usually go out to get money.

c) …………………..are like very big families but with many more people.

d) …………………..make dinner and help with animals.

e) …………………..is the most important person in  a Bedouin tribe.

f) …………………..is good for parts of the body.

Post-reading Task 4
Read the text again and complete the sentences with these words:

Tea, stories, nights, food, person, place, desert, visitor, bread, people,

“Bedouins are very famous for their …. and drink. When a …. arrives in the desert, the Bedouins always ask the …. into their tent. Here, the visitor first gets some hot …. and later some traditional Bedouin food – for example, …. and meat. The Bedouins are also famous for their …. of desert life and they like to tell these to their visitors over dinner.

In the desert, traditionally Bedouins give a bed to their visitors too. When there are sudden winds, …. need to stay away from the open …. for a day or two. But visitors can only stay for free …. and no more! After that they need to move to the next .… .”
