Fires and Fireworks
Text A:
The pagans who lived in Britain 2,000 years ago celebrated their New Year on November 1. Then the Christians came and people celebrated Hallowmas, a three-day festival between October 31 and November 2.October 31 was called All Hallow´s Eve and slowly the name changed to Halloween. In November, winter is near, and hundreds of years ago people thought that bad spirits, like ghosts, came in the winter. They wanted the bad spirits to go away, so they made fires outside and made jack o´lanterns (from pumpkins). Today Halloween is celebrated by parties – people dress like witches or ghosts, put up decorations and play games. Children usually go ´trick-or-treating´ - dressed like witches and ghosts, in small groups they go to the houses of their neighbours and ask for some sweets, fruit or chocolate. If they do not get any of these ´treats´, they play ´tricks´ on the house and its owner – e.g. throw an egg or some flour at the house. [image: image2.wmf]
Text B:
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November brings more fires – November 5 is called ´Guy Fawkes Night´ in Britain. The story of Guy Fawkes Night begins in 1605. At that time James I was King of England. But some people did not want him to be king because of different religion they followed. So a group of them – Guy Fawkes and his friends – made a plot to kill King James and his government at the Houses of Parliament in London on November 5 1605. They put 36 boxes of gunpowder in a room underneath the Houses of Parliament because they wanted to kill a lot of people. But the plan did not work. King´s soldiers found Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder. They sent him to prison but he did not want to give the names of his friends. They tortured him, and five days later he said all their names. In January 1606 Guy Fawkes and some of his friends were killed in front of the Houses of Parliament. When people heard that the plotters were dead, they celebrated with lots of fires in the streets. Since that time, every year on November 5 in most parts of Britain people build a big fire outside, with all the dead leaves and old pieces of wood that they do not want. The fire is called a bonfire. 

Every year, before the government comes to the Houses of Parliament, people go through the building and look carefully for gunpowder.
Maguire, J.: Seasons and celebrations. OUP 2008.

Figures from Klipart.
Task 1: Before you read the text try to brainstorm with your class what holidays/festivals/special days of the year are connected with fires and fireworks in our culture?

Task 2: Work in pairs – each of you will read one part of the text. Your partner will ask you questions about your text and you will give him/her your answers. Then you will ask your partner about his/her text and (s)he will answer. Each of you will be ready to report your teacher/class about your partner´s text. 
Questions for both parts of the text:
1. What special day is your text about?

2. When is it celebrated?

3. What is characteristic for this day? How do people celebrate this festival?

Task 3a: Unscramble the tiles to reveal the message – it is a sentence from text A:
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Task 3b: Unscramble the tiles to reveal the message – it is a sentence from text B:
 [image: image1.png][rPeo][ oF [ JErRs J[s IN|JITH ]

[AT T][Ev w/WERE|BRAT|WHEN|[LOT ]|
[, TIHEAR|HEY |[HE P|[ THE|[FIRE]

[LoTT|p TH|[EETS|[ sTR|[ DEA|[PLE |





Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com






