Great English Monarchs – Elizabeth I (3)
Exploration and Discovery
In 1492 Christopher Columbus, an Italian navigator who sailed from Spain, discovered the New World. Now there were new countries to colonise. Spain was the richest and most powerful country in Europe. Its empire extended to the West Indies, Central and South America. The Spanish explorers took gold, silver, jewels and other riches from the natives and transported them to Spain on their galleons. Each galleon carried immense treasure. 

Many Elizabethan captains and sailors were pirates. They had permission from the Queen to attack ships and take their treasure. This was a common practice at that time. Francis Drake, Sir John Hawkins and Thomas Cavendish were three famous pirates. Elizabeth called Drake ´my pirate´.  She asked Francis Drake, an expert navigator, to sail across the South Atlantic, attack Spanish galleons and take their treasure. She also wanted him to find new trade routes. 

Drake left Plymouth in 1577 on his ship and sailed South. He attacked several Spanish galleons on the South American coast. Then he sailed up the Pacific Coast and landed in northern California in 1579. He stayed there a month and claimed California for Queen Elizabeth – today this place is called Drake´s Bay, California, near San Francisco. 
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Drake then sailed across the Pacific Ocean and reached the East Indies. From there he sailed around the Cape of Good Hope (South of Africa) and returned to England in 1580 after three long years. He became the first Englishman to circumnavigate the globe. His voyage is memorable because he navigated in very difficult and dangerous conditions. He had no real maps. 
Queen Elizabeth was extremely pleased with his results and knighted him. She also gave him a special sword to use against enemies of England. Drake did not only bring back immense treasures, he also brought back new foods and spices: pineapples, tomatoes, bananas, coconuts, peppers and chillies. Spices were very important because they preserved food and improved its taste. 

English colonisation in North America began in 1584. Sir Walter Raleigh sailed to North America and set up the Virginia colony in honour of Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen. He brought back potatoes and tobacco from the Virginia colony. He introduced pipe smoking to the Elizabethan court and it soon became popular. This was the beginning of the tobacco trade and industry. 

Adapted from: Clemen, G.D.B.: Great English Monarchs and their Times. Black Cat, Genoa, 2000.
Figure from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DRAKE_1577-1580.png; Continentalis, 12. 2. 2013.
Task 1: Comprehension questions:

1. When and by whom was the New World discovered?

2. What was taken from the natives of West Indies and Central and South America by the Spanish explorers?

3. What geographical regions belonged to the Spanish empire of the end of the 15th century?

4. What permission did the Elizabethan captains have from their queen?

5. Give names of some most famous Elizabethan pirates.

6. Where is Drake´s Bay?

7. What did Francis Drake bring from his voyage?

8. What did Sir Walter Raleigh bring from his voyages?

9. How and why was the colony (honouring Elizabeth) in North America called?
10. What does circumnavigation mean?

11. Under what conditions did Francis Drake circumnavigate the globe?

12. What honours did Francis Drake get from his queen?

Task 2: Work in pairs - read the 3rd and 4th paragraphs of the text carefully following the picture. Then - with your partner - try to describe the voyage of Francis Drake around the globe using the picture. 

Task 3: Give names to the pictures below:
[image: image9.png]‘Estrecho de Hagallanes ‘CIRCUNNAVEGACION DE DRAKE, 1677-1580
> Strait of Magellan DRAKE'S CIRCUMNAVIGATION, 1677-1580
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Pictures taken from klipart.
