Great English Monarchs – Elizabeth I (4)
The Spanish Armada

Task 1: Read the text and put the paragraphs in proper order:
5.
England and Spain were enemies for many years. The king of Spain, Philip II, was angry with Elizabeth. For many years English pirates attacked Spanish Galleons and took their rich treasure. This exasperated Phillip. 

3.

In 1585 Elizabeth sent an army to help Dutch Protestants fight the Spanish. Phillip wanted to invade England and take the throne from Elizabeth. The Spanish Armada had about 130 big ships and about 28,000 men. Elizabeth ordered her best captains, Sir Francis Drake, John Hawkins and Martin Frobisher, to prepare for the attack. England had a powerful navy of about 160 smaller ships and about 14,000 men. 

1.
[image: image1.jpg]


In 1587 Drake attacked 30 Spanish galleons by surprise in Cadiz, Spain. His brilliant action pleased Elizabeth and hurt the Spanish. In July 1588 the impressive Armada sailed up the English Channel. The English attacked at Plymouth, using new tactics to surprise the enemy. After several sea battles the Armada reached Calais. When the Spanish saw eight fireships sent against them, they were terrified and immediately left the port. Both countries fought courageously in other sea battles. In the end the Armada was badly defeated and returned to Spain with only 67 ships. This was a glorious victory for England.
4.

By 1590 Elizabeth was almost 60 years old. She was still healthy and energetic, but her aspect changed. She wore a red wig and her face was covered with heavy white make-up. Her teeth were in very bad condition. However, she was still vain. Every morning she spent more than two hours getting ready. She had about 3,000 magnificent dresses and innumerable splendid jewels. She was always very careful with her personal hygiene, and took a bath once a month. She hated bad odours and loud noise. 

2.

In 1603 Elizabeth was 70 years old. She ate very little and was very weak. She died on March 24, 1603, and was the last Tudor monarch. Her reign lasted 44 years. Under Elizabeth trade grew, Spain was defeated, and England became a European power.

Adapted from: Clemen, G.D.B.: Great English Monarchs and their Times. Black Cat, Genoa, 2000.
Figure from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Elizabeth_I_(Armada_Portrait).jpg; Buchraeumer, 10. 11. 2010.
Task 2: Comprehension questions:

1. Why did Philip want to invade England in 1585? To take the throne from Elizabeth.

2. What was the new tactics of the British navy? To surprise the enemy.
3. What were fireships used for? They were burning ships sent to burn and destroy enemy ships. 

4. How many dresses did Elizabeth have at her age of 60? About 3,000.
5. How long did Elizabeth reign? 44 years
6. How did her reign contribute to the development of the country? The trade grew, Spain was defeated, and England became a European power. 

Task 3: Fill in the following extract about Elizabeth – try not to look into the text. Use the text for the final check up:
By 1590 Elizabeth was almost 60 years old. She was still healthy and energetic, but her aspect changed. She wore a red wig and her face was covered with heavy white make-up. Her teeth  were in very bad condition. However, she was still vain. Every morning she spent more than two hours getting ready. She had about 3,000 magnificent dresses and innumerable splendid jewels. She was always very careful with her personal hygiene, and took a bath once a month. She hated bad odours and loud noise. 

