Museums, Galleries and Theatres

The British Museum in Great Russell Street is the biggest museum in Britain, and the oldest museum in the world. It opened in 1759. There are 94 galleries, a reading room, and bookshops. The Museum of London at 150 London Wall opened in 1976. There you can learn about London and its people from its earliest times. At the Natural History Museum in Cromwell Road you can learn all about our world and the people and animals in it. You can see the dinosaur exhibition – with moving dinosaurs – and many more beautiful and interesting things. The Science Museum has more than 10,000 exhibits. Here you can learn about the science of the past, and the science of today.

A much smaller museum, at 48 Doughty Street, is the Dickens House Museum. The writer Charles Dickens lived in this house with his family for three years. He wrote two of his books here – Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby. After Shakespeare, Dickens is England´s next most famous writer.

Another important British writer, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, wrote stories about Sherlock Holmes. The clever detective and his friend Dr. Watson are now famous all over the world. The Sherlock Holmes Museum is at 221b Baker Street. The house was built in 1815, and in the stories Holmes lives at this address. [image: image1.jpg]



Four million people visit the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square every year. There are more than 2,300 pictures here – the earliest from the 13th century. Madame Tussauds in Marylebone Road is famous for its wax figures. You can see famous people from the past and famous people of today here. The London Dungeon in Tooley Street is a ´Museum of Horror´. Half a million people visit it every year – but some do not stay very long! Museums and art galleries can be very busy, but in the late afternoon it is often quieter. In many of the bigger museums and galleries, tickets are free. 
London´s West End has some of the best theatres in the world, so tickets can be expensive. The National Theatre is in the South Bank Centre by the River Thames. It opened in 1976, and there are three different theatres in the building. There are also five restaurants and cafés, a big bookshop, free art exhibitions, and free music in the evenings. At the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden you can hear wonderful music and singing from all over the world. For more music, go to the Royal Albert Hall in Kensington Gore next to Hyde Park.

The Barbican Arts Centre is at Silk Street. It has three cinemas, two theatres, a concert hall, and one of London´s biggest art galleries. There is also a school of music and a library.
Adapted from: Escott, J.: London. OUP, 2008.
Figure from: http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nationalgallery.jpg; Yoti, 5. 6. 2005.
Task 1 – before you read the text try to think about some museums, galleries or theatres in Prague. What do they exhibit? Do you know any museums in London? What do they exhibit? Be ready to tell the class or your partner. 

I když děti nebyly v Londýně, mohly by vymyslet alespoň muzeum voskových figurín Mme Tussaud. Pokud v Londýně byly, měly by pojmenovat všechna muzea a galerie, které navštívily.

Task 2 – Read the text and in a table below put down the names of the museums/galleries in London and what you can learn there, what they exhibit or anything special about them.

	Museum/gallery
	characteristics

	The British Museum
	Biggest in Britain/oldest in the world

	The Museum of London
	Info about London

	The Natural History Museum
	Info about world, people, animals (dinosaur exhibition)

	The Science Museum
	Info about the science of the past and today

	The Dickens House Museum
	Info about C. Dickens

	The Sherlock Holmes Museum
	Holmes´ fictitious home

	The National Gallery
	Pictures

	Madame Tussauds Museum
	Was figures of famous people


+ jakákoli další doplňující informace z textu – adresa, datum otevření atd.
Task 3: Work in pairs. Choose one of the museums from the text, use the information given and describe it to your partner who will guess the name of the museum. Then you will try to guess the name of the museum your partner describes to you. 

Žáci si vyzkouší použít informaci z textu k vlastní jazykové produkci.

Task 4: Fill in the missing words to the paragraph below – try not use the original text.

London´s West End has some of the best theatres in the world, so tickets can be expensive. The National Theatre is in the South Bank Centre by the River Thames. It opened in 1976, and there are three different theatres in the building. There are also five restaurants and cafés, a big bookshop, free art exhibitions, and free music in the evenings. At the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden you can hear wonderful music and singing from all over the world. For more music, go to the Royal Albert Hall in Kensington Gore next to Hyde Park.

Task 5: Choose a museum, gallery or a theatre from your town and write a short paragraph about it – where it is situated, what it exhibits/performs, how much is the entrance fee, etc. As a follow-up task you can work in pairs and read your piece of writing to your partner who will try to guess what institution you are describing. 

Zde bude možná zapotřebí předučit slovní zásobu, která se v textu nevyskytla a kterou by žáci mohli k vlastnímu popisu potřebovat. Bude-li domácí úkol, je možno doporučit i práci s internetem pro získání podrobnějších informací – pozor na použití internetových překladačů!!! Je snadno rozpoznatelné – varovat a upozornit děti! Kazí se tím vlastní tvořivost i povědomí o správném jazyce.






