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Konec formuláře

Poisoned Prey
Snakes. Ugh! They´re nasty enough, but there´s a whole army of other horrible hunters that also use poison. Why do they do it? Is it to scare us? Well – no,  but it´s a very effective way of bumping off smaller creatures. As you´re about to find out.
Snakes
Snakes are reptiles without legs. They come in 3,300 varieties – but only 450 are poisonous. The good news is that only 250 types of snake can kill people. Snake fangs are folded inside their mouths and pop out at the moment of biting. Each fang is like a hollow needle for injecting poison. Snakes strike at 2.4 metres a second – so the victim has just ¼ of a second to dodge the fatal fangs!

Strangely enough, some people like snakes. Indeed, it´s an astounding fact that some people even keep snakes as pets! Hopefully, your teacher isn´t one of them. 
Pesky Poisoners

Besides snakes there´s a host of other…
1) The gila monster has a nasty method of poisoning its prey. This 50-cm-long lizard from the southern USA bites its victim. Then it chews the poison into the wound. Ouch!

2) Hot dry regions of the world are home to scorpions. Yes – they like it rough. A scorpion can live without water for three months and live without food for a year. And if it turns chilly – no problem. A scorpion will come back to life after being frozen for a few hours in a lump of ice. (This could be a problem if you tried to make scorpion-flavoured ice cream.)

3) Scorpions are active at night and hide during the day. Unfortunately, deadly scorpions such as the Trinidad scorpion love to snuggle down in a nice warm shoe. Next morning the shoe´s owner gets a nasty surprise. That would really get your day off on the wrong foot.
4) Water shrews are rat-like little beasts. They have poisonous spit that paralyses the frogs and fishes they eat. That way the prey won´t try to wiggle free whilst it´s being scoffed by the shrew.

5) You´ve heard of dog eat dog? Well, dog eat toad isn´t a very sensible idea either. The toad´s warty skin contains glands that make a poison strong enough to kill a dog.

6) The male platypus has poisonous spurs on its ankles. No one knows if the spurs are for fighting off other animals or for stabbing other males in fights over females. I expect they get used on the spur of the moment.

So how do you feel about poisonous creatures now? Worried, anxious, insecure? Join the club. That´s what it´s like to be a small animal when hungry hunters are on the prowl. Yep – it can be murder out there. 

Arnold, Nick: Nasty Nature. Scholastic Children´s Books, 1997.
Pre-reading Task 1
Do you know of any nasty animals or nasty habits they have? Discuss them with the class.
Pre-reading Task 2

What is your relationship towards snakes? Do you like them? Why? Would you like to have one? What do you think it takes to have a snake pet?

Post-reading Task 3
Here are some of the symptoms. Which are the most typical for poisonous snake bites? 
Back pain

Bleeding from wound

Breathing difficulty

Broken bone

Bruises

Burning of the skin

Change in vision

Constipation

Ear ache
Nosebleed

Rapid pulse

Running nose

Severe pain

Swelling

Thirst

Tiredness

Post-reading Task 4
Imagine that the worst happened and you were bitten by a venomous snake. Do you know what to do? Try to come up with a list of steps that will save your live.

Post-reading Task 5
Here is a list of the most poisonous animals in the world. In pairs choose one and prepare a short presentation for your classmates.
Box Jellyfish

King Cobra

Marbled Cone Snail

Blue-Ringed Octopus

Death Stalker Scorpion

Stonefish

The Brazilian wandering spider

Inland Taipan

Poison Dart Frog

Puffer Fish
