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Konec formuláře

New York is possibly the most famous city in the world. Every year, millions of tourists come to see its skyscrapers and busy streets. There is no other place in the world like it. To New Yorkers, it is THE city – the most exciting in the world. The city that never sleeps.
Many people call New York the “Big Apple” or just “the Apple.” No one is really sure where this name comes from. Some people think that jazz musicians used it in the 1920s. They meant the place everything happened.

New York City is on the east coast of the United States, in the state of New York. It is the biggest city in the state but it is not the state capital. That is Albany, 231 kilometres north of New York.

The city and the rest of the state are like two different worlds. The state has green hills, farms, and mountains. More than half of the state is forest. New York State is the largest on the east coast, but fewer than 11 million people live there outside of the city.

If you are planning to visit New York, remember to check the weather. In the winter, it has lots of snow and is very cold. Almost 254 centimetres of snow fall every year. But in the summer, it is very hot. It can reach almost 36°C.

When people think of New York, they usually think of Manhattan. Manhattan is an island just 21.5 kilometres long and 3.7 kilometres wide. But Manhattan is not all of New York. It is only one of five areas known as “boroughs.” They are Manhattan, Queens, the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Staten Island.

Manhattan is the place where you can see most of the city´s famous buildings and sights. It has the Hudson River on the west, and the East River and the Harlem River on the east.

Queens is the largest area. The Bridge from Manhattan to Queens goes across Roosevelt Island, a smaller island. 

For a long time, many people did not want to visit the Bronx because they were afraid of crime. In the last few years, there has been less crime in this area.

Visitors to Staten Island are often surprised to find lakes and green hills. There are many small houses with front and backyards. 

Only three US cities – Los Angeles, Chicago, and Houston – have larger populations than Brooklyn.

There are three big airports close to the city. Newark Airport is in New Jersey, John F. Kennedy (JFK) and La Guardia airports are both in Queens. There is more than one way to reach Manhattan. You can cross one of the many bridges. You can drive under the river. Or you can cross the water on a ferry.
New Yorkers call Manhattan “the City.” When they say “the Island,” they mean Long Island, the island to the east of New York. Some New Yorkers like to leave “the City” during the summer and play on “the Island.”

The Statue of Liberty is one of the most famous sights in the world. The statue was not made in the US. It was a gift from the people of France in 1884. At first, the statue stood in Paris. It was brought to the US in pieces. But the city needed a lot of money to put the statue up on Bedloe´s Island. For two years the statue stayed in 220 boxes! The statue was the first sight of New York for many immigrants. The look in her eyes was a promise of a new start in a new world.

Here are some facts about the famous lady:

· The statue was designed by Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi. He copied his mother´s face!

· Gustave Eiffel helped to build the statue. He later built Paris´s Eiffel Tower.

· The statue is 93 metres tall. There are 354 steps from the bottom of the statue to the crown.

· Visitors can look out from the bottom of the statue and from the crown. They cannot go up the arm to the statue´s highest point.

· The seven points on the statue´s crown are for the seven seas.

· There is a museum at the bottom of the statue.

· The name of Bedloe´s Island was changed to Liberty Island.

Shipton, Vicky: New York. Pearson Education Limited, 2003.
Pre-reading Task 1
What do you know about New York? What other US cities do you know? 
Post-reading Task 2

How are these items connected to New York?
John F. Kennedy

La Guardia 
Gustave Eiffel
Staten Island

The Hudson River

Albany
Post-reading Task 3

What do these numbers mean?
21.5
220

354

5

36

3

1884

93

Post-reading Task 4

Without consulting the text complete these sentences.
1) People did not want to visit the Bronx because they were afraid of __________.

2) Manhattan is an __________ just 21.5 kilometres long and 3.7 kilometres wide.

3) There are __________ big airports close to New York.
4) The Statue of Liberty the statue stood in __________, at first.

5) Long Island is the island to the __________ of New York.
6) __________ is the capital of the state of New York.
