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London has many beautiful parks. Hyde Park first opened to the people in the 17th century. It is not far from the shops of busy Oxford Street, but it is nice and quiet. You can walk or sit under the trees. In the centre is a lake called the Serpentine, and you can take a boat out on the water. Hyde Park is famous for its Speaker´s Corner where people come either to tell the world important or interesting things about the government, science, the church, or the end of the world; or to listen to somebody speaking. 

Kensington Gardens is next to Hyde Park. Here you can see a statue of Peter Pan, the famous hero of the Peter Pan book.

Regent´s Park is the home of London Zoo. The zoo opened in 1828, and it has animals and birds from all over the world. There is also a theatre in the park. On a summer evening you can sit out and watch a play by Shakespeare. 

St James´s Park is next to the Mall. It is a small park, but very beautiful, and it is the oldest of the royal parks. Lots of birds live on and around the lake in the centre of the park. 

You cannot see London without a visit to the River Thames. You can walk along the river, go across its many bridges, or go in a boat and see London from the river. 
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The Millennium Bridge is the newest bridge in London. It goes across the river from outside the Tate Modern Gallery and it is for pedestrians only. You could see it being destroyed in one of Harry Potter films. 
Then there is the London Eye, a big wheel 135 metres high. It was built in 2000 and celebrates the Millennium. It never stops moving, but it moves very slowly. Visitors travel in the capsules and have a wonderful view of Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament and other famous buildings and parks in the city. 
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You can learn about London docks from the twelve galleries of the Museum of Docklands. There were bad floods in London in 1663 and 1928. Then, in 1953, more than 300 people died in a flood near the River Thames and in the east of England. So the Thames Barrier was built. It opened in 1984, cost more than 400 million pounds, and is 520 metres long. When the sea is very high, the ten big gates on the barrier come up and stop the water. 
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Task 1: Browse through the text quickly and put down the names of parks that are mentioned.

Hyde Park – Kensington Gardens – Regent´s Park – St. James´s Park
Task 2: Read the following statements and choose proper answers:

1. The attraction Hyde Park is famous for is called: 

a) Queen´s Corner

b) Listener´s Corner

c) Speaker´s Corner

2. London Zoo has:

a) animals, birds and plants from all over the world.

b) animals and birds from all over the world.

c) animals and plants from all over the world.

3. St James´s Park is next to:

a)  the Mall.

b) Houses of Parliament.

c) Westminster Abbey.

4. The Millennium Bridge is the newest bridge in London. It is for:

a) bikers and pedestrians

b) pedestrians and in-line skaters

c) pedestrians only

5. The London Eye was built to celebrate the Millennium. It was in:

a) 1999

b) 2000

c) 2001
Task 3: What do the following numbers from the text mean?

520 - twelve – 1984 -1663/1928 – 1953/300 – 400 million pounds 

The Thames barriers are 520 metres long.

You can learn about London docks from the twelve galleries of the Museum of Docklands. 

The Thames Barrier opened in 1984.

There were bad floods in London in 1663 and 1928.

In 1953 more than 300 people died in a flood near the River Thames and in the east of England.
The Thames Barrier cost more than 400 million pounds. 

