Protectors of the Rainforests – handout
Task 1 – before you read: Do you know any people / celebrities or organizations that help to protect rainforests and the environment? 

Many people and organizations in different countries work to help the people, animals, and plants of the rainforest.
Dian Fossey moved to Rwanda in 1967, and began to learn about the mountain gorillas there. She lived in Rwanda for eighteen years, and she learned a lot about the gorillas and their quiet family life. When people killed one of her favourite gorillas, she began to speak against people who killed gorillas for food and fur. She wrote a famous book about the gorillas, called Gorillas in the Mist, and this book was later made into a film. Someone murdered Dian Fossey in 1985, but her organization, the Gorilla Fund, still works with the gorillas in Rwanda.
In 1990, Ian and Karen McAllister began fighting for the Great Bear Rainforest in Canada. More than half the trees that people cut down in this old forest go to the United States. The McAllisters want to stop this and to protect the animals and trees of this forest. Their organization is called the Raincoast Conservation Society, and the Mc Allisters have written a book about a forest called The Great Bear Rainforest.
Marina silva worked with Chico Mendes and the forest people who worked on the rubber plantations. She was born in 1961 in the Amazon rainforest, and worked there on the rubber trees with her father. She is often ill because of the poisonous metals in the rivers near her home; people who are looking for gold leave these metals there. After the murder of Chico Mendes, Marina Silva went on working with the rainforest people to make plantations which did not destroy the rainforests. She is famous in Brazil for her work for the rainforests and their people. In 2003 President Lula of Brazil made her Brazil´s first Environment Minister.

In 2006 Brazil brought a new part of the rainforest into its Amazon National Park, which is now 458,000 square kilometres. This new part is near Anapu, which was the home of Sister Dorothy Stang for more than thirty years. She worked with hundreds of forest families in their fight against big businesses which were cutting down the forests. In 2005, people who did not like her work murdered Sister Dorothy, who was seventy-four years old. After her death, Brazil stopped everyone cutting trees in that part of the forest.

In Kenya, as much as 90 per cent of the rainforests has gone, and many forest animals and plants have disappeared. Wangari Maathai began planting trees in 1977. She wanted to save the forest people and their land. Her organization, the Green Belt Movement, has planted more than 30 million trees. Since 1986 she has helped other African countries to begin organizations like hers. She is also starting coffee plantations which do not damage the forests. Wangari Maathai is now famous all over the world because of her work with trees. She thinks that every person in the world must help the earth.

Scientist Biruté Galdikas went to the rainforest of Borneo more than thirty years ago and began to learn about the orang-utans there. She lives in Tanjung Puting, which is now a national park. Orang-utans live only in Sumatra and Borneo, and between 1995 and 2005 over half of all orang-utans disappeared. People killed them for their meat or their fur, or they died in forest fires. Sometimes people take orang-utans from the forest and sell them to pet shops in other countries. Biruté Galdikas started the Orangutan Foundation International in 1986, and has written a book called Reflections of Eden.

The singer Sting and his wife Trudie Styler began the Rainforest Foundation in 1989 to help rainforests and their people. The Foundation helped the Kayapo people who wanted to save their forest in Brazil. In 1993, Brazil gave the Kayapo people 44,030 square kilometres of forest. The Foundation also helps rainforest people in other countries in Latin America, Africa, and Asia.

In Australia, there are many organizations that help the rainforests. Big paper businesses are cutting down the old forests of Tasmania, but now many Australians are trying to save these forests.

Survival International helps rainforest people in many countries. The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) works with rainforest countries and protects rare animals that are losing their rainforest homes. Greenpeace is also working with forest people, for example in the Paradise rainforests of Asia. In 2006, the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior arrived in Papua New Guinea to help the Kuni people. They want to save their forest, which is disappearing fast.   
Task 2 – Look at the pictures and match the people (organizations) with the description.
1. ... plants new trees in African countries.
2. ... protects the rainforests in Brazil.

3. ... was killed after 30 years of fighting against businesses cutting down the forests.

4. ... started an organization that protects gorillas, but was killed later.

5. ... has a ship called Rainbow Warrior.
6. ... tries to save orang-utans.

7. ... helped the Kayapo people.   

Task 3  – work in groups:  Look at the posters of the WWF organization, describe them and try to explain their meaning.
Task 4  – work in groups: A. Discuss some ideas for your own organization with similar goals as WWF or Greenpeace: Will you try to protect animals / plants / help people? How? Think of a name for your organization.

B. Try to create a poster that can be used by such an organization.
