Queen Victoria (3)

Wars and Loss

During the 1850s there were wars and revolts in Europe and Asia. British soldiers fought in several of them. The most important was the Crimean War on the Black Sea. Russia wanted to expand its empire and Britain and France decided to help Turkey fight Russia. 

The Crimean War (1854-6) was the first war that was photographed. For the first time newspapers showed photographs of a war – a painful, tragic spectacle. 
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Victoria was very unhappy because the soldiers suffered. She sent them mittens and scarves, and visited the wounded soldiers in British hospitals. Albert wrote hundreds of letters to Members of Parliament to ask them to send more help to the soldiers. When the Crimean War ended in 1856 Victoria presented a special medal for courage to many soldiers. This medal was called the Victoria Cross and it was made of a captured Russian cannon. 

At this time India was controlled by the British East India Company, a trading company set up in India. In 1857 there was a rebellion against the British who lived in India. It was called the Indian Mutiny. Thousands of people were killed. After this rebellion India became part of the British Empire and was controlled by the British government.
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Victoria was very healthy and was rarely ill. Albert was not as healthy as Victoria. He worked too much and rarely rested. He became very tired and weak. In November 1861 he caught typhoid fever, but he continued working until he died on 14th December. Victoria was devastated – it was the greatest agony of her life. She was lost without Albert. 
Victoria visited Albert´s impressive tomb at Frogmore near Windsor regularly. She wanted everyone to remember him. The Albert Memorial and the Royal Albert Hall near the Kensington Gardens in London were built to honour her beloved husband. 

Adapted from: Clemen, G. D. B.: Great English Monarchs. Black Cat, Genoa, 2000.
Figures from: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Victoria_Cross_Medal_Ribbon_%26_Bar.png; Richard Harvey, 3. 11. 2004.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Albert_Memorial,_London_-_May_2008.jpg; Diliff, 12. 5. 2008.

Task 1: Work in pairs.  Read the text and with your partner find out how Queen Victoria and her husband tried to help the soldiers in the Crimean War and how their courage was acknowledged.

Task 2: What was the so called Indian Mutiny? What was the result of the mutiny?

Task 3: Tell your partner about the Crimean War: Who fought who; why and what was new in this war.

Task 4: What was built to honour Victoria´s beloved husband?
