Money – handout
Why are we destroying the rainforests? There is a short answer to that question: Money!

Countries with rainforests cut down about 50,000 square kilometres of trees every year, and sell the wood to rich countries. Most rainforest wood from Latin America goes to North America; wood from Africa goes to Europe; and wood from the forests of Asia goes to China and Japan. There are many forests in Japan, but Japan does not cut down the trees which grow in Japan. About 80 per cent of the wood which Japan uses comes from other countries. And the United States spends more than any other country on wood from rainforests.
Some countries have stopped buying rainforest wood. Switzerland stopped buying rainforest wood in 1982. Has your country stopped buying rainforest wood?

When people look for metals in the rainforest they also destroy the forests. When they take gold from the ground, they use deadly mercury to wash the gold. The mercury goes into the rivers and kills fish and other animals.

International businesses buy rainforests in Latin America where land is very cheap. They cut down the trees, sell the wood, and then use the land for cows. Then 90 per cent of the meat from the cows goes to North America. The meat is cheap – but what does it really cost? Trees and animals die, and forest people lose their homes, to make cheap meat for rich countries.

Animals need a lot of food and much more water than plants. To make 1 kilo of meat you need 40,000 litres of water. But one kilo of potatoes needs only 198 litres of water to grow. Even rice does not need as much water as meat.
All over the world, people eat 140 million tonnes of meat every year. The richest countries eat 60 per cent of this meat. For example, in Nigeria each person eats about 6.4 kilos of meat every year. In China, each person eats about 23 kilos. But in Europe and North America, each person eats over 60 kilos of meat every year.

Animals eat more than 30 per cent of the world´s plant food. Brazil is destroying rainforests to make plantations of soya that it can sell for animal food. In 2005, Brazil grew more soya than any other country and China bought most of it for animal food.

Many countries have also cut down rainforests and planted coffee or sugar which they can sell to rich countries. Farmers keep insects, birds, and small animals out of coffee, sugar, or soya plantations because they do not want damage to the plants. They use chemicals to kill the insects, and these chemicals damage the soil and give people cancer.

Organic plantations grow plants without chemicals. Organic coffee grows under the tall trees of the rainforest, and the birds in the trees eat the insects that damage the coffee. On a big plantation, you can see between five and twenty species of birds. On an organic coffee farm, you can see about 150 species of birds. Now there are more and more organic coffee farms in the rainforests, and workers have a better life without the chemicals of the big plantations. 
Task 1 – match the sentence halves 

1. Most wood from Africa

2. The United States spends the most 
3. Only about 20% of wood used in Japan 
4. The mercury used for gold mining
5. You need more than 40,000 litres of water

6. Each person in China eats 

7. Farmers use chemicals on their plantations

8. Organic plantations grow

a) comes from Japanese forests.
b) goes to Europe.

c) to make 1 kilo of meat.

d) plants without chemicals.

e) about 23 kilos of meat every year.
f) goes into rivers and kills fish.

g) on the wood from rainforests.

h) to kill insects.

Task 2 – work in pairs: together with your partner try to make a list of ways how people make money by destroying rainforests 
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