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The History of the English Language 1 – Teacher’s notes
Poznámky a klíč

Tento materiál s názvem The History of the English Language 1 obsahuje text se souborem úkolů, glosář se slovíčky (první stránka je jen s anglickými vysvětlivkami, druhá strana uvádí jen český překlad slovíček) a tyto poznámky a klíč. Jazyková úroveň A2-B1.
Text seznamuje čtenáře s angličtinou jako světovým jazykem, důvody jejího masového rozšíření a jejími počátky. Hlavním zdrojem textu je 


VINEY, Brigit: The History of the English Language. OUP, 2008.
Klíč ke cvičením
Pre-reading Task 1
You are going to read about the development of the English language. Can you guess what the equivalents of these Latin and Sanskrit words in English are? 

Before the activity you can help students by showing them some examples from other languages. For example they might have noticed the similarity between English “school” and German “Schule”; “water” – “wasser”; “full” – “voll”; “cold” – “kalt”. After this they should be able to focus on similarities and fill in the empty boxes.
	SANSKRIT
	LATIN
	ENGLISH

	pitr
	pater
	father

	matar
	mater
	mother

	asti
	est
	is

	trayah
	tres
	three

	sapta
	septem
	seven


Pre-reading Task 2

The article includes these expressions. Before you read the article, can you guess what they mean?

Lingua franca – world language
Airspeak – main language of airspace traffic
Seaspeek – the main language of sea traffic
The Kurgans – people who spoke Proto-Indo-European language
Jutland - In AD 449, people from Jutland in modern Denmark – the Jutes – arrived in southern Britain and the Angles – also from Denmark – came and settled in eastern Britain.
Pre-reading Task 3

The article explains the idea of language families. Can you put these languages into the language families they belong to?

Celtic: Welsh, Irish, Scottish

Latin: Spanish, French, Italian

Germanic: Dutch, English, Flemish

Slavic: Polish, Czech, Slovak
Post-reading Task 4

Are these statements true or false?
1) English in Britain developed from Latin. F

2) English in the Czech republic is called a second language. F

3) English is spoken by nearly half a billion people. F

4) English language began to spread especially in the 17th and 18th centuries. T

5) If two languages are similar, it means they come from the same source. T

6) Most international organizations in Pacific work in English. T

7) The last group of Indo-European speakers to move across Europe were the Celts. F

8) The people from Germany that came to Britain in the 5th century were called the Saxons. T

9) The Romans came to Britain in the 5th century. F

10) We can say a lot about the Kurgans and their lifestyle from the vocabulary. T

Post-reading Task 5

Without looking at the article fill in the gaps in the following text.

The invaders called the British Celts wealas meaning foreigners. Later this meant both Celts and servants. From wealas comes the Modern English word Welsh. The British Celts called all the invaders Saxons at first, but in the sixth century the word Angli was used to mean the whole group of invaders. Later Angli became Engle. Today we call them Anglo-Saxons. From the various Germanic dialects used by these people, English developed. 

