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Modern English grows
If speakers of English from 1800 were able to speak to those of today, they would notice a few differences in grammar and pronunciation, but not very many. For the nineteenth-century speakers the biggest problem would be the extremely large number of new words they would meet. The developments in science in the last two hundred years have led to hundreds of thousands of new words and expressions for new ideas, machines, materials, plants, animals, stars, diseases, and medicines. Many of these words and expressions are used only by scientists, but others have become part of ordinary English. We know that if we have bronchitis (this word first appeared in writing in 1814) we can take antibiotics (1944) and we know that our genes (1911) come to us from our parents in our DNA (1944). We argue about whether we should use pesticides (1934) in farming, or nuclear energy (1945) to make electricity.
The use of English in different parts of the world and easier and faster communication have together resulted in the appearance of thousands of other new words. Most of them – about 65 per cent – have been made by putting two old words together, for example: fingerprint (1859), airport (1919), and street-wise (1965). The world of computers has introduced many of this type: online (1950), user-friendly (1977) and download (1980). Some new words have been made from Latin and Greek; for example, photograph (1839), helicopter (1872), aeroplane (1874) and video (1958). Others are old words that have been given new meanings. For example, pilot (1907) was first used to mean the person who directs the path of ships, and cassette (1960) used to mean a small box. About 5 per cent of new words have come from foreign languages, like disco (1964) from French, and pizza (1935) from Italian. And a few words have come from the names of things we buy or use: for example, to google (1999) from GoogleTM, the popular Internet search engine, and podcast (2004). This word, meaning a recording that you can get from the Internet and play on your computer, comes from iPod®, the popular music player, and broadcast.
Beginnings or endings have been added to make new words: disinformation (1955) is false information; touchy-feely (1972) describes people who express their feelings too openly. Sometimes both a beginning and an ending have been added: for example, unputdownable (1947) describes a book which is so interesting that you cannot stop reading it. Some words have been shortened: photo (1860) for photograph, plane (1908) for aeroplane, and TV (1948) for television. Some words have put together sounds from two other words: for example motel (1925), a hotel for car drivers, is made from motor and hotel. Only a very few new words have not been made from other words. Two examples are nylon (1938) to describe a man-made material, and flip-flop (1970), a type of shoe that makes a noise as you walk.
The growth in vocabulary is clear when we look at the making of the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This dictionary contains all English words since 1150, even those that are no longer used. It shows, with examples, when each word was first used in writing and how the meaning of a word has changed over the centuries. 
Finding all this information was a very big job, although no one realized at the beginning exactly how big. A Scotsman called James Murray was appointed as the director of work on the dictionary in 1879, and the plan was to finish the job in ten years. Murray organized a very large reading programme: hundreds of people sent him examples of how words were used. After five years, the first part of the dictionary was completed, but it only went from A to ANT. Everyone realized that the job was going to take a longer than ten years; in fact, it took another forty-four. Sadly, Murray did not live to see its completion: he died in 1915, aged seventy-eight, while he was working on the letter U. However, he knew that he had helped to make a dictionary which would give a detailed history of the English language.

The first OED was completed in 1928 and explained the meaning and history of 414,800 words and expressions, with examples from literature and other writing. The second OED, completed in 1989, explained the meanings of 615,100 words, although many of these – perhaps 20 per cent – are no longer used. It shows how the words were or are used and has 2.5 million examples from all kinds of books. It contains some scientific words and words from North America, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the Caribbean, India, and Pakistan, but not all scientific or regional words in English.
The second OED went online in 2000, and every three months new material is added to this online dictionary, as part of the writing of the third OED. At the same time work is continuing on the words and meanings already in the dictionary, and changes are made if necessary. For some words there are more details of their history to add, or earlier or later examples. North American and other regional pronunciations are given as well as British ones. These are the first changes to Murray´s work since the first OED appeared in 1928. The work on the third OED, begun in 1993, will probably finish in 2018.

The way dictionaries are made has been changed by computers. There are now extremely large collections of examples of English works on computer that dictionary writers can use. They can look through these for examples of words and see how they are used, and they can use the Internet to search for words. Information about informal words and slang, for example, is now much easier to find because of the Internet.
The biggest technological development in recent years is, of course, the Internet. People can now communicate in writing on their websites, through e-mail, on message boards, and in chat rooms. The Internet has had a number of effects on English. Firstly, new words have been made to describe the Internet itself and its activities; for example cyberspace (1982),     e-mail (1982), website (1993), and blog (1999). Or new meanings have been given to old words; for example, link (1951), chat (1985), virtual (1987), and surf (1992). Secondly, people have developed a new informal way of writing in chat rooms and on message boards. Many users shorten a lot of words, using just single letters or numbers, and often they do not use capital letters or much punctuation. Many use their own spellings, or spellings that are often used in chat rooms. Some people also use smileys (little pictures of faces with different expressions) to show how they feel. They also use groups of letters for some expressions. For example: lol means laughing out loud; btw means by the way. People also use similar language when they send messages by phone.  
VINEY, Brigit: The History of the English Language. OUP, 2008.
Pre-reading Task 1
The article will tell you a lot of interesting facts about English vocabulary. Can you guess when these words entered English vocabulary? Match the word with the year it appeared. Then read the article and see if your guesses were correct.
1872

1907

1919

1944

1948

1970

1980

1999

Airport 

DNA 

Download 

Flip-flop 

helicopter 

pilot 

to google 

TV 

Post-reading Task 2

In the article you have learnt that some words are results of two words joining together – for example motel. Here are some other examples of such words in English. Can you guess what the original words were?
Brunch 

Oxbridge 

Microsoft 

Pixel 

Workaholic 

Emoticon 
Cyborg 

Fanzine 

Sitcom 

Czenglish 

Post-reading Task 3

According to the article, are these statements true or false?
1. It took James Murray 10 years to finish the first Oxford English Dictionary. 

2. James Murray only finished the letter U for the dictionary. 
3. Only about 20% of English words are recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary. 
4. The development in science and technology bring a lot of new words into English. 
5. The new technologies, e.g. the Internet, have had an effect on the English language. 
6. The third Oxford English Dictionary was completed in 1993. 
7. There is more than one way to create new words in English. 
Post-reading Task 4

Without looking at the article fill in the gaps in the following text.

The second OED went ________ in 2000, and every three months new material is ________ to this online dictionary, as part of the writing of the third OED. At the same time work is continuing on the words and ________ already in the dictionary, and changes are made if ________. For some words there are more details of their history to add, or earlier or later examples. North American and other regional ________ are given as well as British ones. These are the first ________ to Murray´s work since the first OED appeared in 1928. The work on the third OED, begun in 1993, will probably ________ in 2018.

Post-reading Task 5

The Internet influences the English language very much. The language we use in chat rooms or e-mails is different from the proper language. Do you know what these messages mean?
1. R u alryt? 

2. Im good thx 
3. Duz ne1 know how 2 make carrot cake? 
4. Thx 4 ur msg. How r u? 

5. Im fine. C u @ work 

