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Konec formuláře

Jargon and Slang
Jargon and slang are kinds of English that are not part of Standard English. Jargon is the difficult or strange language used by a group of people to describe things that the rest of us do not know about. For example, doctors, lawyers, university teachers, and business managers all use words and expressions that the rest of us do not understand.

In business, some of this jargon comes from the world of the Internet. For example, if you are in a big meeting with someone and they suggest discussing something with you offline, they mean they want to talk to you privately later. Other management jargon is not from the world of computers. For example, a manager could ask you: “What could you bring to the table if you got this job? Can you think outside the box?” This means, “What could you give to our team? Can you think in unusual ways to find answers to problems?”
There is also a lot of jargon in sports that is only understood by people who do these sports. For example, if you are not a mountain biker, you will probably not know what a bunny hop is. (It is a jump that mountain bikers make when they come off the ground with both wheels. Bunny is an informal word for rabbit, a small animal that jumps a lot.) People use jargon because they need to describe very detailed things or ideas and the rest of us have to try and understand it.

Slang is an extremely informal kind of language – much more informal than jargon. It is usually only spoken; jargon is often written as well as spoken. Slang usually belongs to a group of people who use it to show that they belong to that group – and that others do not. Sometimes they need language that others will not understand. For example, young people, people in prison, and people in the army all have their own kinds of slang. Slang is colourful, funny, and often cruel. It gives us new words for things we already have words for (for example, rock up for arrive). Jargon, on the other hand, often gives us new words for new things or ideas.
Most slang changes quite quickly, because the people who use it need to make new words to keep confusing outsiders. But some slang lasts longer: pig for policeman has been used since 1800. Other words become part of the informal language. For example, joke, meaning something that someone says to make people laugh, was a slang word at the end of the seventeenth century. Other slang words change their meaning over time. For example, in American English previous meant arriving too soon in the 1900s; in 1920 it meant tight (of clothes) and in the 1970s it meant a bit rude.
The slang used by African-American musicians has had a great effect on British slang since the Second World War. This effect has grown recently as American rap music with its fast spoken rhymes has become popular around the world. Words from the US can now reach Britain in weeks through the Internet and television. For example, awesome, wicked, and bad (meaning excellent) have been widely used by young people in Britain but they were first used in the US.

Many slang words show that you like or dislike something. For example, in British slang lush means lovely, Boom! Means the very best, and minging means bad. In Britain a stupid person is called div, in the US a dummy, in Australia a dill or boofhead. A pretty but stupid girl is a bimbo in Britain and the US, a boring person is a dweeb in the US, a lazy man is a bludger in Australia. A good-looking person is spunky in Australia or buff in the US and Britain.
The basic things in life are often given slang words: food is grub in Britain and the US (a word that has been used since the seventeenth century) and tucker in Australia; money is wonga or dough in Britain, green or moolah in the US. There are also many words for having no money, being drunk, being sick, crimes and criminals, the police, and different parts of the body.

Australians are very proud of their slang and often use it. It has many shortened words: for example, arvo for afternoon, Aussie for Australian, brekkie for breakfast, and sunnies for sunglasses. The Cockneys of East London are also proud of their “rhyming slang” which is now widely used. In this slang, part of the slang expression rhymes with the word in Standard English. For example, garden plant means aunt, plates of meat means feet, bread and honey means money. It can become more difficult to understand when thy rhyming word is not used. For example, I need some bread means I need some money. Today most new rhyming slang uses famous names. For example, Britney Spears means beers. Rhyming slang is also used in Australia and the US.

New slang words are always appearing and disappearing. Some words are used only by the small groups that made them, others become part of national or international slang, and others cross into ordinary spoken language. In this way, slang is an important source of new words in Standard English.
VINEY, Brigit: The History of the English Language. OUP, 2008.
Pre-reading Task 1
a) The article will tell you the difference between slang and jargon. Do you already know it?

b) These are some of the slang and jargon words that appear in the article. Can you guess what they mean?

Lush 
Dummy 
Bimbo 
Pig 
Brekkie 
Green 

Post-reading Task 2

Without looking at the article fill in the gaps in the following text.

Slang is an extremely __________ kind of language – much more informal than jargon. It is usually only spoken; jargon is often __________ as well as spoken. Slang usually belongs to a group of people who use it to show that they belong to that group – and that others do not. Sometimes they need language that others will not __________. For example, young people, people in prison, and people in the army all have their own kinds of slang. Slang is colourful, funny, and often __________. It gives us new words for things we __________ have words for (for example, rock up for arrive). Jargon, on the other __________, often gives us new words for new things or ideas.

Post-reading Task 3

Are these statements true or false?
1) If you say “Can I borrow some moolah?”, you are asking for some cash. 
2) If you think outside the box, you can solve problems in new ways. 
3) It never happens that a slang word becomes an ordinary spoken word. 
4) Slang and jargon are both informal kinds of language. 
5) Slang usually created new words. 
6) Spunky and lush mean the same. 
7) Television and the Internet help to spread new slang and jargon expressions. 
Post-reading Task 4
The Cockney Rhyming Slang uses rhyming words to link seemingly unlike expressions. Here are some more examples of such expressions. Can you link the meanings with the expressions?
Baked Bean

Diet Coke

Eiffel Tower

Gregory Peck

Isle of Wight

King Lear

Macaroni Cheese

Near and Far

Noah´s Ark

Wet and Wild

Bar

Child

Ear

Joke

Keys

Neck

Queen

Right

Shark

Shower

Post-reading Task 5
Homework project: Prepare a short dictionary of slang or jargon expressions for a chosen topic or social group.

