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The History of the English Language 3 – Teacher’s notes
Poznámky a klíč

Tento materiál s názvem The History of the English Language 3 obsahuje text se souborem úkolů, glosář se slovíčky (první stránka je jen s anglickými vysvětlivkami, druhá strana uvádí jen český překlad slovíček) a tyto poznámky a klíč. Jazyková úroveň A2-B1.
Text seznamuje čtenáře s definicí slangu a žargonu a uvádí příklady takových výrazů v angličtině, včetně trendů s tím spojených. Hlavním zdrojem textu je 


VINEY, Brigit: The History of the English Language. OUP, 2008.
Klíč ke cvičením
Pre-reading Task 1
a) The article will tell you the difference between slang and jargon. Do you already know it?
slang: a characteristic language of a particular group
jargon: specialized technical terminology characteristic of a particular subject 
b) These are some of the slang and jargon words that appear in the article. Can you guess what they mean?
 If you think it would be too difficult for the students, you can give them the meanings as well so that they can join them together.
Lush – lovely

Dummy – a stupid person

Bimbo – a pretty but stupid girl

Pig – policeman

Brekkie – breakfast

Green – money

Post-reading Task 2

Without looking at the article fill in the gaps in the following text.

Slang is an extremely informal kind of language – much more informal than jargon. It is usually only spoken; jargon is often written as well as spoken. Slang usually belongs to a group of people who use it to show that they belong to that group – and that others do not. Sometimes they need language that others will not understand. For example, young people, people in prison, and people in the army all have their own kinds of slang. Slang is colourful, funny, and often cruel. It gives us new words for things we already have words for (for example, rock up for arrive). Jargon, on the other hand, often gives us new words for new things or ideas.

Post-reading Task 3

Are these statements true or false?

1) If you say “Can I borrow some moolah?”, you are asking for some cash. T
2) If you think outside the box, you can solve problems in new ways. T

3) It never happens that a slang word becomes an ordinary spoken word. F

4) Slang and jargon are both informal kinds of language. T

5) Slang usually created new words. F

6) Spunky and lush mean the same. F

7) Television and the Internet help to spread new slang and jargon expressions. T

Post-reading Task 4

The Cockney Rhyming Slang uses rhyming words to link seemingly unlike expressions. Here are some more examples of such expressions. Can you link the meanings with the expressions?
Remind the students that it is RHYMING slang so they should look for rhymes. Once they finish, you can ask them to think of sentences that would use only the rhyming words, e.g. I lost my cheese – meaning I lost my keys.
Near and Far – bar

Noah´s Ark – shark

King Lear – ear

Wet and Wild – child

Macaroni Cheese – keys

Baked Bean – queen

Eiffel Tower – shower

Gregory Peck – neck

Isle of Wight – right

Diet Coke - joke
Post-reading Task 5

Homework project: Prepare a short dictionary of slang or jargon expressions for a chosen topic or social group.

Make sure that the students don´t just copy random words into their dictionaries. The words they choose should be connected either through the topic or social group. As a part of the project they can also make some sentences with the chosen words and let their classmates guess (possibly with some choices offered) what the meaning is.

The students can either search the Internet themselves or you can give them the following links they can find useful for their task.

http://www.urbandictionary.com/
http://onlineslangdictionary.com/
