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Horrible High Life

Fancy having a volcano for your next-door neighbour? No? Well, millions of people can´t be wrong. Or can they? About a tenth of the world´s population (500 million people) currently live near an active volcano. Why do they do it? Is it worth the risk? What happens if the volcano turns nasty? 

Violent volcanoes are horribly unpredictable. One minute, you´re happily living in paradise. The next, your world´s been turned upside down. As the people of Montserrat, a tiny, beautiful tropical island in the sunny Caribbean, found to their cost in July 1995, when Chance´s Peak, a dormant volcano in the south of the island, suddenly woke up…
Given the danger, why on earth would anyone choose to live near an active volcano? You might be surprised.  Here are some red-hot reasons for living near a volcano:
1) Fabulously fertile soil. Volcanic soil is the richest on Earth. Especially after a light dusting of ash. And chock-full of nourishment to help plants prosper. From ancient times, volcanoes have been heavily farmed and today provide food for millions of people.

2) Cheap central heating. In volcanic regions, underground water gets superheated to 150 °C. This can be pumped directly into people´s homes for washing and central heating. Or it can be converted into cheap electricity. It´s called geothermal energy and it´s cheap, clean and won´t run out. No wonder geographers love it! It means that in places like icy Iceland, you can take a midwinter dip in a heated swimming-pool. Outdoors! Or eat tropical fruit like bananas and pineapples which are grown in geothermal greenhouses. 
3) Loads of lava. Lava is horribly useful. How? For a start, you can…
· Live in it. Since the 4th century AD, people in Cappadocia, Turkey, have hollowed out cave-like homes, and even churches, inside lava cones. It´s easy to dig, strong, fireproof and an excellent insulator (keeps you warm in winter and cool in summer) to boot. What more could you possibly ask for?

· House-train your cat in it. Lots of cat litter is actually volcanic ash. Great for soaking up those things can do.

· Improve your looks with it. (Well, the looks of your feet anyway.) If hard skin´s a problem, get straight to work with a pumice stone. They´ve been used for centuries. In fact, baffled archaeologists at work on a dig thought the place had been pummelled by pumice during a volcanic eruption. Except that there wasn´t a volcano nearby. Then, they realized that people had probably been pummelling themselves with pumice stones for centuries to smooth their skin – they´d bought the stones from Roman traders who were a very long way from home.

4) Brilliant building blocks. Rock made from volcanic ash is tuff by name and tough by nature. Cut into blocks, it´s brilliant for buildings. Houses, roads, bridges, you name it. And concrete. It was the Romans who invented concrete and completely changed building techniques, by building structures that actually stayed standing. And the secret ingredient in concrete? Volcanic dust, as if you hadn´t guessed! Without volcanoes, you wouldn´t have had such staggering structures as the Colosseum, or the Pantheon or Roman roads.
5) Marvellous metals. What do copper, lead, tin, silver and gold have in common? The answer is they´re all found in magma. Mining these metals is big business. Though it´s best to wait for the volcano to cool. You can also find gold in volcanic hot springs.
6) Gorgeous gemstones. Gemstones don´t get more gorgeous than dazzling diamonds. You´ll find these sparklers in volcanic rock (called kimberlite). If you´re lucky. And if the volcano´s been extinct for at least a couple of million years. Diamonds are formed deep inside the Earth and churned up by volcanoes, especially in South Africa and Western Australia. Even more precious is rare red beryl from Utah in the USA. Chip out one little beryl and you could be seriously rich!
Ganeri, Anita, Phillips, Mike: Violent Volcanoes. Scholastic Children´s Books, 2008.
Pre-reading Task 1
You are going to read about some of the advantages that volcanoes bring. But can you think of the disadvantages?
Pre-reading Task 2

Here are some of the world´s volcanoes. Do you know where to find them?
Vesuvius 
Mt. Saint Helens 

Krakatoa 

Mt. Etna 

Cotopaxi 

Popocatepetl 
Santorini 

Post-reading Task 3

In the text find the expressions that mean:
Would you like 
Huge 

Ground 

Productive 
Brilliant
Horrible 
Dip 
Source/fountainhead 
Inactive 

Post-reading Task 4

Are these statements true or false?
1. There is nothing good connected with volcanoes. 
2. Beryl does not cost much. 
3. The Romans came up with concrete. 
4. Tropical fruits are grown in Iceland even in winter. 
5. It is easy to say when the volcanoes are going to erupt. 
6. Lava does not absorb liquids. 
Post-reading Task 5

How are these items connected to volcanoes?
Bananas 
Pantheon 

Feet 

Gold 

Utah 
